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It has been my great pleasure to serve as ArkSHA 
president this year. In many ways a year is such a 
short amount of time to accomplish all I had hoped 
to accomplish. Two of the unfinished pieces of busi-
ness are the public school speech-language patholo-
gist stipend and how the changes in Medicaid reim-
bursement will affect our professions. 

As to the stipend, we were able to get a bill passed 
that gives us a date for the stipend to be issued. 
This date is in December rather than the prior vague 
statement of the “end of the school year.” We hoped 
that the change in time for the stipend would prove 
to be beneficial as the state government and/or 
school districts are more apt to have monies avail-
able in December than at the end of the school year. 
When we look at the total amount of monies needed 
it is slightly over 2 million dollars and when the leg-
islature met last spring the state had frozen all new 
expenditures. (Yes, our stipend has been in the law 
for a number of years; however, disbursement of 
the stipend would be a NEW expenditure.) So that is 
where we stand on the stipend.

One of the new concerns I have for our speech-lan-
guage pathologists and audiologists in school set-
tings is that they are not considered to be “teachers” 
even if they hold a license through the Arkansas De-
partment of Education. This impacts the ability for 
loans to be forgiven by practicing in school districts 
that are in distress. I am hopeful that we will be able 
to address this in our next legislative session.

On a lighter note, I wish each of you a joyous up-
coming holiday season and a new year full of hope, 
health and happiness. As Tiny Tim said in A Christ-
mas Carol, “God Bless us, every one!”

New Officers for 2012

ArkSHA is pleased to announce its newly elected 
officers for 2012.  Congratulations and welcome to:

President-Elect:  
Miranda Crabtree

VP-Elect Continuing Ed:  
Michelle Leach

Mark Your Calendar 
for the 

2012 Annual Convention
October 10-12

Peabody Hotel, Little Rock

VP-SLP Services:  
Melodee Owens

Treasurer:  
Dr. Sam Atcherson



President

Aleecia Starkey
Dawson Education Liaison Group
2402 Wildwood Ave., Ste 170
Sherwood, AR 72120
(501) 835-3330
aleecia.starkey@arkansas.gov

immediate Past President

Carol Fleming
Pulaski Heights Middle School
401 North Pine Street
Little Rock, AR 72205
(501) 447-3230
cbflem@swbell.net

President-elect

Monica Scott
101 Chiffon Lane
Hot Springs, AR  71913
501-617-8039
Monica1slp@hotmail.com

treasurer

Jeff Adams
UCA Dept. of Speech & Hearing Center
201 Donaghey Ave.
Conway, AR 72035
(501) 450-5484
jadams@uca.edu

secretary

Cherin Pace
UAMS- Dental Hygiene
4301 West Markham, Slot 609
Little Rock, AR 72205
501-603-1598
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Vice President
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Anna Serpente
Arkansas Children’s Hospital
1 Children’s Way
Little Rock, AR  72202
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Harding University
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2011 ARKSHA CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS
EMBASSY SUITES, LITTLE ROCK, OCTOBER 12-14, 2011 

Jeff Adams, Treasurer, and BJ Arnold.

Janet Browne and Cherin Pace Carol Fleming and Aleecia Starkey

Keynote Speaker, Marilee Fini

Kimbery Baker Cindy McCormick Richburg

Attendees participate during Barbara Sowell’s 
presentation on Medicare Documentation.

The 2011 ArkSHA Convention was terrific!  I want to 
thank you all for attending and making this year’s 
convention the biggest and best yet!  I hope you all 
learned valuable information to take back to your 
practices.

Some highlights:
•  The featured speakers were terrific!  
I have heard lots of positive feedback!
•  Thank you to all the Friday 
speakers who answered the call for 
papers!  You delivered some terrific 
presentations!
•  The Awards ceremony was 
wonderful.  We are so lucky to have 
such dedicated professionals in 
Arkansas!
•  The photo booth was a hit once 
again and the pictures can be viewed 
and purchased at http://elimurry.
instaproofs.com. 
•  Thank you to everyone who 
participated in the silent auction!  
•  Approximately 635 attendees at 
this year’s convention!  We need a 
bigger space!
•  Thank you to the volunteers who 
worked the registration tables and 
moderated sessions!  We could not 
have pulled it off without you!
•  Thank you to my convention 
committee and the board!  You 
were a tremendous help and this 
event would not have been possible 
without each of you!

Thank you for the honor of serving as your ArkSHA 
Convention Chair 2011. I am passing the reins to 
Grayson for ArkSHA 2012 and I want to encourage 
everyone to volunteer next year, and help make the 
2012 Convention even more successful!
 Miranda Crabtree, M.S., CCC-SLP
 ArkSHA Vice President-Continuing Education
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ArkSHA recognized the best in the professions 
at the annual Honors and Awards Presentation 
prior to the Keynote address at the ArkSHA 
Convention held in October. Individuals recognized 
have made contributions to the field of speech-
language pathology and/or audiology.  The 
committee announced the following honor and 
award recipients.  Plaques were presented to those 
individuals.

Adult Poster 
Ambassador
Mr. Fred Chilcote 
of Little Rock was 
selected as ArkSHA’s 
Adult Poster 
Ambassador. Fred 
was 45 when he 
had his stroke eight 
years ago. He has 
mild to moderate Broca’s aphasia and apraxia of 
speech.   Fred was accompanied by his family to the 
reception.  He was nominated by Terri Hutton.

Child Poster 
Ambassador
Brandon 
Workman, a 
fourteen year 
old, who attends 
Conway High 
School - East 
in Conway, AR 
was selected 
for the ArkSHA 

Poster Ambassador.  Brandon has a diagnosis 
of Cerebral Palsy; seizure disorder; and speech- 
language disorder with Intellectually Deficit Range 
of intellectual ability.

Brandon is a happy, go-lucky young man and a 
real roadster in his electric wheelchair. His mother, 
brothers, and sister attended the reception 
with him.  ArkSHA members were able to see 
for themselves how personable he is.  He was 
nominated by Kay Hall.

President’s Award 
ArkSHA recognized Aleecia Starkey, ArkSHA’s 
2011 President.  She has served and represented 
our Association well this year.   Aleecia is an 
educational consultant for the Arkansas Department 
of Education, based in the Dawson Education 
Cooperative.  Her area of expertise is Traumatic 
Brain Injury.  

Paula Gober Public School Award
This year’s recipient of the Paula Gober Public 
School award is Cindy Wofford, a supervisor 
within the Alma school district where she has 
organized professional development opportunities; 
coordinated monthly meetings to ensure 
communication between the therapists; and planned 
continuing education sessions for staff within the 
entire district.  She advocates 
for the speech-language 
pathologists and communicates 
their importance to the district.  
One of her advocacy efforts 
was to acknowledge all speech-
language pathologists who 
meet the criteria for national 
board proficiency teacher 
standards (having ASHA CCCs) 
to receive the stipend that other 
district board certified teachers 
receive.  Her advocacy efforts 
paid off and her colleagues 
received that stipend this year.  

ArkSHA Research Award
Dr. Sam Atcherson was 
recognized as the 2011 
Research Award winner.  
Since joining the faculty of 
UAMS in 2008, he has had 
10 manuscripts accepted for 
publication and 14 articles in 
paper and/or electronic print.  
These manuscripts or articles 
cover a broad area that 
reflects his research, clinical, 
and/or personal (hearing 

loss) interests, including audiological issues, 
electrophysiologic and physiologic measurements, 
rehabilitation, readability/health literacy, assistive 

2011 ArkSHA Awards and Honors

Continued on page 5
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technology, auditory processing disorders, and 
issues relevant to the Deaf/Hard of Hearing 
healthcare practitioner.   

In the words of our recipient, he has said, “I think it 
is important to engage students in performing and 
disseminating research.”  He is currently working 
on research showing the effect of age and noise 
on the auditory brainstem.    Additionally, he is 
involved in research related to improvement of 
existing techniques or innovative approaches using 
auditory evoked potentials and auditory processing 
therapy techniques for patients with hearing loss, 
neurological suspicions, or auditory processing 
deficits.  

Louis M. DiCarlo Clinical Achievement Award
Dr. Donna F. Smiley, 
2011 DiCarlo 
Clinical Achievement 
Award recipient, is 
highly relational, 
compassionate, 
and task-oriented, 
moving toward her 
vision of the needs 
of children and 

youth with hearing impairment/deafness, and being 
a champion for the development of the array of 
necessary services to address those needs.  For 
years, she collaborated on an ongoing basis with the 
Arkansas Department of Education Special Education 
Office on issues and initiatives surrounding the 
design, availability and implementation of quality 
services for children and youth with hearing 
impairment/deafness; specifically in regard to 
educational audiology services. As a result of these 
efforts and her leadership, the EARS project was 
created.  
The EARS (Educational Audiology Resource Services) 
project is an outreach program of Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital (ACH).  It is designed to 
provide educational audiology for school districts, 
educational cooperatives, preschool programs, 
and other educational settings in order to meet the 
requirements of IDEA.  Within the state of Arkansas, 
most schools have limited or no access to school 
based audiology services.  This program has added 
a much-needed bridge to fill in the gaps between 
identification, education, and academic outcomes 
for students with hearing impairment.

2011 ArkSHA Awards and Honors

Honors of the Association
The 2011 Honors of the Association recipient is 
Dr. Betholyn Gentry, a professor in the Department 
of Audiology and 
Speech Pathology 
at the University 
of Arkansas for 
Medical Science 
(UAMS).   She 
has worked for 
over 30 years 
making valuable 
contributions to 
the field of speech-
language pathology.  These contributions include 
conducting research, making presentations, training 
clinicians, and providing services to students 
diagnosed with ASD or other disabilities that 
demonstrate difficulties with social skills. 

Dr. Gentry has served in many roles to include 
Undergraduate Program Coordinator, Director 
of UALR Pragmatics Groups, Acting Department 
Chair, Audiology and Speech Pathology Faculty 
Representative, president of the Arkansas Speech- 
Language-Hearing Association and Co-Director of 
Communicative Sciences and Disorders Doctoral 
program.  She has devoted her career to researching 
social interaction among children and mentoring 
students entering into the field.

In addition to directing the UALR Pragmatics Groups, 
her most recent outstanding accomplishment 
includes co-authoring the book Autism: Attacking 
Social Interaction Problems (AASIP) The Basics and 
Beyond: A Therapy Manual and Parent Resource 
guide Targeting Social Skills in Children 4-
12.   Along with colleagues, she developed this 
structured program for children in need of social 
skills training - helping clinicians treat students 
with autism spectrum disorders by giving them a 
blueprint for targeting top-down processes in a 
more structured way utilizing practical materials and 
addressing real-life situations. 
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Membership ReportTreasurer’s Report

What a great convention in Little Rock this past 
October!    One of my highlights from this year’s 
convention was awarding two student scholarships 
to BJ Arnold of the University of Central Arkansas 
and Ashley Ingle of Harding University.  I would 
like to thank Marilyn McGhee, Kay Hall, and 
the ArkSHA executive board for serving on the 
selection committee.  We had numerous applicants 
and the decision was not easy.  

As end of 
the year 
draws near, 
please 
consider 
contributing 
a tax-
deductable 
donation to 
ArkSHA’s 
student 
scholarship 
fund.  A 
contribution 
to ArkSHA’s 
scholarship 
fund is a great way to honor or memorialize 
someone meaningful to you in the communication 
sciences and disorders.  It will also ensure that 
ArkSHA can continue to award scholarships 
to deserving graduate students and future 
professionals.  As my term comes to an end as 
ArkSHA Treasurer, I would like to thank the 
members of the association and the ArkSHA 
Board for allowing me to serve.  

  Jeffrey C. Adams, M.S.,CCC-SLP
  ArkSHA Treasurer 

Hello all!  I’d like to start by saying how  much 
I’ve enjoyed serving as your ArkSHA President-
Elect this year.  Membership is one of the main 
responsibilities of this office.  I am proud to report 
a total of 473 ArkSHA members for 2011.  However, 
161 of these members (for whatever reason) became 
members in the last quarter of the year. Just as 
a reminder, the membership year for ArkSHA is 
January-December (just like ASHA). I know that many 
people join ArkSHA in order to take advantage of 
the Convention discount, and we are glad to have 
you as members!  However, it would benefit each of 
you (as well as the cohesive group) to join in January 
for the entire year. You should’ve ready received 
your renewal form in the mail. This is an attempt 
to serve as a friendly reminder.  I hope everyone 
appreciates this as much as I did!    

When I attempt to advocate for the association,  
most legislators ask about the size of our 
association.  This makes complete sense!  If you are 
a Senator or Representative, you are being asked 
to cast a public vote for or against an issue.  If you 
are going to take a stance on a topic, you would 
really like to know how many people you are going 
to representing.  Do you think a politician would 
be more willing to vote for an item of interest 
if the membership is 1000 constituents or 250 
constituents?  Of course! They want to positively 
impact as many individuals as possible. 

Lobbying is only one advantage of ArkSHA
membership.  There are many other venues in which 
ArkSHA membership is advantageous. Other advan-
tages include: summer conferences, membership 
database, staying abreast of changes in the work-
place (state practice acts, insurance reimbursement, 
and setting specific changes), collaboration with 
other state agencies, and collaboration with leaders 
of other state Associations... Just to name a few!  

I’d also like to extend a warm welcome to your new 
President-Elect Miranda Crabtree who will be tending 
to all of your membership needs in the coming 
year!  I look very forward to serving you in the role 
of President in 2012.  As always, I welcome your 
insight and participation!  Feel free to call or        
e-mail with ideas or concerns.       
   Happy Holidays!
   Monica Scott

Jeff Adams and Ashley Ingle

Pay your 2012 dues by February 15 
to avoid a $10 late fee.

Go to www.arksha.org and 
download a renewal form.
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As the new management for 
ArkSHA in 2011 it has been an 
interesting and productive year.  
Coming back from maternity leave 
the first of February, I took off 
running with ArkSHA and finally got 
to slow down after the convention 
in August.  It has been fun getting 
to know an association that is 
strong in dedicated individuals to 
the industry, from staying on top of 
legislation to lots of volunteers to help run things at 
the convention.  

Thank you to the 2011 Board for teaching me 
the who, what, when, where and why of your 
association. I feel I have a strong foothold on who 
you are and what you want to accomplish and I 
know we can continue to make this a growing 
successful association.  As we near the end of the 
year, we should all take time to reflect on what has 
been accomplished in 2011, as well as look forward 
and set realistic priorities for 2012.  What do you 
want to see the association accomplish? Where do 
you want to see the association go?  Anytime you 
have an answer or thought to one of the questions, 
or anything regarding the association, please call or 
email me.  I’m happy to listen, help, and share your 
thoughts!

Happy Holidays,
Marilyn Porterfield
Executive Director

Event Calendar Association News

Sound Expressions is published four times annually 
by the Arkansas Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association.  Ad space is available in the sizes listed 
below.

    Ad Sizes        Rate

Bus. Card 2”h x3.5”w.........................$55

¼ page 5”h x 3.75”w......................$90 

⅓ page 3.25”h x 7.75”w

 OR  10”h x 2.5”w....................$120 

½ page 5”h x 7.75”w

 OR  10”h x 3.75”w..................$150 

Full page 10”h x 7.75”w..................$230 

A 15% discount is available for annual contracts for 
ads larger than 1/4 page.

Deadlines for submission:
  ● January 1     ● April 1     ● July 1     ● October 1

Email all ads to: arksha@arksha.org 

Sound Expressions Newsletter
Advertising Rates & Specifications

2012 ArkSHA Board Meetings

All meetings are on Fridays, 3 PM
Best Association Management
1500 macon Drive, Ste. D-7

Little Rock, AR  72211

February 10 

April 13

June 8

August 10

October 10

December 7

2012 Annual Convention
October 10-12
Peabody Hotel

Little Rock

Look for
 

Arkansas Speech Language 
Hearing Association 

on Facebook! 


