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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Fall is just around the corner which means its convention time!  ArkSHA is 
gearing up for a fabulous convention including all-star speakers and a battle to 
determine which university is the “Champion of Communication” at the trivia 
bowl.  You don’t want to miss it!
ArkSHA board members have been hard at work this summer.  Melodee Owens, 
Vice President of Speech Language Pathology partnered with Donna Smiley 
of Arkansas Children’s Hospital to plan a summer conference which covered 
treatment of feeding disorders.  It was held in NWA and Little Rock and was well 
received by SLPs and OTs.   
The ad hoc committee formed to develop a rubric to evaluate SLPs in the public 
school setting is in the final stages of preparing the document.  We are working 
with ASHA to ensure it meets their standards and will be sending it to the 
Department of Education for final approval.  Please attend the Wednesday night 
session of the convention as we hope to answer any questions you have at that 
time. 

You are all “Champions of Communication” and I hope to see you all in October!

The Marriott Hotel
(formerly the Peabody Hotel)

200 West Markham St.
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Registr
ation

Enclosed

Register by Sept. 21

 for best rates!

Champions of 
Communication!

ArkSHA 2013 Convention
October 16 - 18, 2013
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Call for ArkSHA Honors and Awards Nominations

Please ‘spotlight’ a colleague/mentor/professional
in the fields of speech-language pathology or
audiology by submitting a nomination for honors
and awards. Please submit the awards nomination
form, which can be found on the website at
www.arksha.org, indicating which award you are
making a submission for.

Nominate individuals for the following awards:

Louis M. Dicarlo Award for Clinical Achievement:
Individuals demonstrating significant contributions
to advancing knowledge in clinical practice within
the past 6 years are eligible for nomination by
state associations to receive a recognition award.

Frank R. Kleffner Clinical Career Award:
Individuals demonstrating significant contributions
to clinical science and practice over a 20-year
career are eligible for nomination by fellow
professionals to receive a recognition award.

Paula J. Gober Public School Award: Recognizes
distinguished clinical service by an individual in a
public school setting.

Honors of the Association: The highest honor the
association can give and recognizes distinguished
contributions to the field of communication
disorders. It is limited to members of the
Association.

Research Award: Recognizes individuals who have
made significant contributions to the research
literature related to the professions of speech
pathology or Audiology.

Audiology Award: Recognizes distinguished
service by an audiologist.

Nominations may be submitted directly to Monica 
Scott at mxscott@rehabcare.com or to the ArkSHA 
office via:
• Mail: P.O. Box 24103, Little Rock, AR 72221
• Phone: 877-427-5742
• Fax: 501-224-0988
• Email: arksha@arksha.org
Awards and honors recipients will be announced at
the Awards Ceremony on Thursday, October 17, at
the Annual Convention in Little Rock, Arkansas.

Arkansas has the best of the best!

2013 ArkSHA Poster Ambassadors

The 2013 ArkSHA Poster Ambassadors met Arkansas Governor Bebee in May to receive the 
proclamation for Better Hearing and Speech Month.  Abyl Chastain and Darby McGee will be 
presented with the reocgnitions on Thursday, October 17th at the ArkSHA Awards Ceremony.
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ArkSHA Student Scholarship 
— APPLY NOW!

It’s that time again, and the deadline is fast-
approaching, ArkSHA has a scholarship competition 
and we are soliciting applications due on October 
1st! ArkSHA takes pride in helping graduate 
students meet their education goals by providing 
some financial assistance.  Scholarship recipients 
are encouraged to receive their award and be 
recognized by the membership at the ArkSHA 
Convention Awards and Scholarship Reception. I will 
see to it that the 2013 ArkSHA Scholarship Recipient 
has their picture proudly displayed in an upcoming 
ArkSHA newsletter. Even better, we hope the 
recipient plans to attend the convention, if possible. 
ArkSHA academic and community members 
are encouraged to print out and disseminate 
information about this scholarship.

We may be considered a small, rural state, but have 
a BIG presence and we make a BIG impact! As if 
you did not already know, we have seven graduate 
degree programs in five Arkansas higher-education 
institutions related to communication sciences 
and disorders: Arkansas State University (M.C.D.), 
Harding University (M.S.), University of Arkansas-
Fayetteville (M.S.), University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences (M.S., Au.D.), University of Central 
Arkansas (M.S.), and the Arkansas Consortium for 
the Ph.D. in Communication Sciences and Disorders 
(UAMS/UALR/UCA). That’s a lot of graduate 
students who will go out and be “Champions of 
Communication,” and every year, we are happy to 
help out!

Who is eligible?
Graduate students attending an Arkansas program 
in Communication Sciences and Disorders who are 
also Arkansas residents and plan to work in-state 
after graduation.

What must the applicant do?
Write a short, one-half page narrative describing 
financial need for the scholarship, submit 
an undergraduate transcript, and submit 
3-5 professional and personal letters of 
recommendation. Further details are listed in the 
scholarship form.
If you are a graduate student in Arkansas, or you 
know someone who is, please considering applying: 
www.arksha.org.  Hope to see you at the upcoming 
convention!
  
        Samuel R. Atcherson, Ph.D., CCC-A

Advocacy Everyday, Everyday 
Advocacy - Making a Difference

I always say that as professionals it is our responsi-
bility to advocate for our disciplines, our colleagues 
and our clients on a daily basis – not just during a 
legislative session.  There are opportunities every 
day for us to educate others and make a difference.  
Consider that we are a daily advertisement for our 
professions and ask yourself, “What message am I 
sending to others?”  

As communication specialists, it is important to edu-
cate our community on what we do.  So often, there 
is a misnomer regarding our roles and responsibili-
ties.  Just the other day, someone asked me what I 
do for a living.  I told them I was a speech language 
pathologist.  Their initial response was, “Oh, you 
work with students who have a cleft lip or who can’t 
say their words or sounds right.”  I told him there 
was more to what I do than just “help people who 
can’t say their words or sounds”.   It’s the same for 
audiologists.  So often people think all they do is 
“work with hearing aids”.

So why, “Advocacy Everyday, Everyday Advocacy?”   
It’s why we do what we do.  It’s more than just to 
know it and believe it… we must live it.   We must 
advocate everyday to those we serve and those who 
refer for our services.  It’s an opportunity to put 
those misnomers to rest and get others to under-
stand why we love what we do – knowing we are 
making a difference.

Advocacy efforts can be as simple as talking to oth-
ers and as elaborate as generating publications/pre-
sentations.  Talk to others (related service provid-
ers, referring physicians) about what you do in the 
therapy setting.  Talk to clients and their families 
about goals/objectives and therapy expectations.  
Set up a meeting with local/state agencies and/or 
lawmakers to discuss service related issues.  De-
velop and provide an in-service to colleagues during 
a staff meeting.

Stay up to date on advocacy issues by following 
ArkSHA on Facebook.  ASHA sends out regular advo-
cacy updates that ArkSHA shares with our members.   
Updates are posted regularly.   Current issues of 
interest include the Medicare Therapy Caps, Reduc-
ing Paperwork in the Schools, Protecting IDEA Fund-
ing, and Promoting Medicare Coverage of Audiology 
Services. 

          Carol B. Fleming 
          ASHA Fellow, SIG 16 State Liaison
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Slate of Officers 

Scholarship Donation Request
In 2012, ArkSHA awarded a $1,000.00 scholarship to Alyssa Staton, a student at UAMS.  We are able 
to offer these scholarships to our student members each year thanks to your generous donations 
throughout the year, and our social and auction at the convention.  You can donate in honor of or in 
memory of someone, if you choose.  Current students are the future of our industry, and we are glad 
we are able to support them when needed.

Scholarship Donation Form

Name: __________________________________ Phone: _______________________

Address: _______________________ City: ______________ ST: ____ Zip: _________

Email: ______________________________________

I would like to make a contribution to the ArkSHA Scholarship Fund in the amount of $ ____________

□ In Memory   □ In Honor of: ____________________________________

Check #: _______________

Visa/MasterCard # _______-_______-_______-_______    
Exp Date: __________  CVV: ________
Name on Card: __________________________________
Billing Address (if diff from above): _______________________________________
___________________________

Mail this form with check payable 
to ArkSHA at:

P.O. BOX 24103
LITTLE ROCK, AR  72221

or FAX to �01-22�-0988

Jeff Adams
Amy Schollenberger
 VP - SLP

Cherin Pace
 Treasurer

Melodee Owens
 President Elect

Samuel Atcherson
 VP Audiology

VP Elect - CE - vacant
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ArkSHA Board Meeting Summary 
August 9, 2013

Treasurer- Sam Atcherson presented the financials and noted that we have not received any scholarship donations this 
year and we have fewer vendors signed up compared to this time last year.  Sam is working on updating the scholarship 
form to make it more current and easier to submit and will get the final revision to the board to review

Past President-Monica Scott reported that she has received two honors awards submissions.  The board discussed other 
possible options for submission and hope to receive at least a couple more in the next few weeks.
The current board nominations are:  President-elect: Melodee Owens, Treasurer: Cherin Pace, Vice President-elect of 
Continuing Education: NONE, Vice President for Speech-Pathology Services: Jeff Adams & Amy Shollenbarger, Vice 
President for Audiology & Hearing Services: Sam Atcherson.  Other names were discussed, and Monica will follow up 
with them on their interest.

President-Elect –Kerry Shumate reported that she has contacted many past members about renewing.  She will also be 
contacting the universities again now that they are almost in back in session to set up the time for her to come speak to 
their students.  Items she will discuss are: scholarships, convention, trivia bowl, mentor program.  She is also working 
on putting together the eblast through ASHA. 

Vice-President for Speech Pathology Services - Melodee Owens reported that the regional workshop was a success 
and that Donna Smiley has indicated that they would love to do something similar again next year with more locations 
throughout the state.

Vice-President Elect for Continuing Education – Kami Rowland reported she is getting all the paperwork today to sub-
mit the CE from the July 19 workshop.  She has visited with a speaker, Timothy Kowalski, MA, CCC, about speaking 
at the 201� convention, and he is in agreement.

Vice-President for Continuing Education – Michelle Leach reported that she has gotten all of the speaker’s informa-
tion that is needed for the brochure and Marilyn is working with them directly now to collect the final pieces. She also 
reported she is going to get with Betty Bass and Janet Deppe to see if they can get both of her sessions approved by 
ABESPA.

ASHA Representatives: ASHA SEAL-State Education Advocacy Leaders – Miranda reported Carol Fleming has agreed 
to be the ASHA SEAL.  ASHA STAR-State Advocates for Reimbursement – Miranda reported she is working on get-
ting in touch with Cheri Stevenson for an update and to see if she would like to continue as STAR. ASHA SMAC-State 
Medicare Administrative Contractor Network – Monica Scott reported that the main items of discussion are still G 
Codes and Part B discussions. 

SLP Evaluation Ad Hoc Committee- Miranda reported that the committee has completed the Rubric.  Miranda has sent 
it to Janet Deppe and asked them to review it before they submit it to ADE.  The rubric currently looks just like the 
teachers, but is based on what SLPs need to be reviewed on.  The evaluation will be implemented for the 201�/201� 
school year, but must be completed by December 2013.

Trivia Bowl: Monica has communicated with other states on their trivia bowls and some do offer CEUs and  has gotten 
questions in a PowerPoint format that is ready to go with 100 questions in all different areas.  There will be 2 separate 
divisions: graduate & undergraduate. The system that will be used will be determined once all the registrations are 
received.  Monica is getting all the information from the other state that they sent to ASHA to get their Trivia Bowl ap-
proved for credit hours with ASHA.  The deadline to register a team will be September 1�. 
CSAP Meeting-November- Monica Scott and Kerry Shumate will be attending.  Marilyn will be working with them to 
book their hotel and airfare and to get their registration paid

2013 Dates to remember:  October 16 (at convention), December 6 (1st Friday) at 3:00pm. All members are invited to 
attend the board meetings.  Binder Build date is currently October �, but Miranda will check with the board to see if 
there is a better date to accommodate more people. 



1) The applicant must be enrolled in a Communication 
Sciences and Disorders graduate program in the state of 
Arkansas. (Proof of enrollment required - Faculty Advisor 
or Program Director signature).

2) The applicant must be an Arkansas resident who, at  
present, plans to work in-state after graduation. 

3) The applicant must submit a short narrative, not to exceed 
one-half page explaining their financial need for the 
scholarship. 

4) The applicant must submit an undergraduate transcript. 

5) Applications will be available upon request from the 
ArkSHA office or at .www.arksha.org/scholarship.pdf.

6) Both professional and personal letters of recommendation 
must be submitted with the application (minimum 3, 
maximum 5). 

7) The applicant's involvement in professional organizations 
such as ArkSHA, NSSLHA, AAA, etc. should be 
emphasized. 

8) All applications must be received by October 1st to allow 
committee members ample time for consideration. 

10) Failure to complete academic commitment will require a 
full refund of the scholarship amount to ArkSHA. 

11) The scholarship winner(s) will be announced and 
presented with a check at the Annual ArkSHA Convention 
Awards and Scholarship Reception. 

*The Scholarship Committee will be composed of the ArkSHA 
President, Past President, President-Elect, Treasurer, and two 
additional members.  Once the recipient is chosen by the 
Committee, that applicant will be presented to the ArkSHA 
Board for final vote and approval. 

Arkansas Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
Scholarship Application and Guidelines 

Scholarship Guidelines and Eligibility 

Full Name: ______________________________________ 

Date of Birth: _________________________ Age:_______ 

Marital Status:    Single    Married 

Present Address: 
________________________________________________ 

Permanent Address: 
________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: ____________________________________ 

Work Phone: _____________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

Undergraduate University: 
________________________________________________ 

University you plan to attend in the Fall of 2013: 
________________________________________________ 

Fall 2013 Semester Hours: __________________________ 

Major Field of Study: _______________________________ 

Place of Employment: 

________________________________________________ 

Number and ages of dependents, if any: 

________________________________________________ 

Number of years as a member of : 

ArkSHA _______  NSSLHA _______  AAA _______

Scholarship Application 

Signature of Applicant: ___________________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Signature of Faculty Advisor/Dept. Director: _________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Please mail all required application materials 
To arrive before October 1, to: 

ArkSHA Scholarship Committee 
P.O. Box  24103 

Little Rock, AR  72221 

Questions? - Contact  ArkSHA 
arksha@arksha.org 


