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I am so happy to begin my first year of serving 
you as President! One of my passions is to foster 
member involvement and service advocacy 
throughout the state. There are so many ways 
you can be involved and active right where you 
are. This legislative session be sure to contact 
your local representatives and senators and them 
know you appreciate their service and voice your 
concerns. ArkSHA employs lobbyists who keep 
us informed of the latest bills that could affect 
us and we diligently comb through them with our 
members’ interests in mind. When we feel there 
is an issue that needs to be resolved, we often 
post that information on our Facebook page.  
Please show your support of our professions by 
communicating with your representatives about 
the issues that affect us. Numbers = Results. 

Please find your 
representatives’ 
and senators’ 
contact 
information at: 
http://www.
arkansashouse.
org/about-the-
house/district-
map http://
www.arkansas.
gov/senate/
senatorSearch.
html

Another way you 
can be involved 
is to gear up 

for Better Hearing and Speech Month in May. 
Contact your local school, college, or university 
and volunteer to speak to a career orientation 
class or at a job fair. Contact local media outlets 
and offer free screenings, or provide a synopsis of 
what Better Hearing and Speech Month is and what 
Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists 
do. Use Facebook, blogging, and Twitter to create 
excitement about what you do in your job. Your 
words may inspire others to pursue our field and 
so continues the legacy of helping others find their 
voice. Educate your colleagues on your profession. 
Be your advocate for your professional role in your 
setting.  Always remember, you’re an Audiologist 
or Speech-Language Pathologist first. Adhere 
to ASHA’s code of ethics and scope of practice 
foremost. The setting in which you work is just 
that-a setting. It does not define your title or who 
you are. 

ArkSHA would also love to see you become 
involved by nominating someone for any one of 
the association’s awards. Nominations can be 
made until May 31st.

Honors of the Association - Honors of the 
Association is the highest honor the association 
can give and recognizes distinguished 
contributions to the field of communication 
disorders. It is limited to members of the 
Association.

Audiology Award - This award recognizes 
distinguished service by an audiologist.

Frank R. Kleffner Clinical Career Award 
Nominees for this award should exhibit a 
distinguished career in speech pathology 
or audiology. Outstanding clinical career 
accomplishments that span a career may include, 
but are not restricted to, the following:

* Outstanding clinical achievement with a client or   
group of clients

* Outstanding clinical service or training program
* Outstanding achievement in state, or local  
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President

Melodee Owens
Specialized Therapy & Consultation of AR
Sheridan, AR  
(870) 480-7055
melodee.owens@hotmail.com 

immediate Past President

Kerry Shumate
Alma Schools
Russellville, AR
(479) 886-3218
kshumate@almasd.net

President-elect

Kami Rowland
Hall High School
Little Rock, AR
(501) 766-3301
kamela.rowland@lrsd.org

treasurer

Cherin Pace
Access Schools 
Little Rock, AR
(501) 217-8600
cherin.pace@live.com

secretary
Joy Good
Arkansas State University
Jonesboro, AR
870-972-3147
jgood@astate.edu

Vice President

audiology & Hearing serVices

Natalie Benafield 
UCA Dept of Communication 
Sciences & Disorders
Conway, AR
501-450-5484
nbenafield@uca.edu

ArkSHA MISSION STATEMENT
To provide leadership, professional development, and quality membership services 
for audiologists and speech-language pathologists; to serve as the catalyst for inno-
vative practices in prevention, assessment, diagnosis, and treatment of communica-
tion, hearing, balance, and swallowing disorders; and to advocate for the provision 
of quality programs and services and for the rights of people with communication 
hearing, balance, and swallowing disorders.

Vice President

sPeecH-language PatHology

serVices

Jeffrey Adams
Easter Seals Arkansas - Outreach
Little Rock, AR
(501) 221-8437
jadams@eastersealsar.com

Vice President

continuing education

Robyn Smith
Kindred Healthcare/National Park 
Medical Center
Hot Springs, AR
501-620-1500
robynsmithslp@gmail.com

Vice President - elect

continuing education

Charity Lock
Arkansas Children’s Hospital
Little Rock, AR
501-364-6913
lockcd@archildrens.org

slP and aud adVisory Board

Carol Fleming
Little Rock School District
Little Rock, AR
501-834-9890
cbflem@swbell.net

Natalie Benafield 
UCA Dept of Communication 
Sciences & Disorders
Conway, AR
501-450-5484
nbenafield@uca.edu

loBByists

Courtney Sheppard    
fcsheppard@comcast.net

Randy Thurman

thurman@arkansaslobbying.com

ArkAnsAs BoArd of ExAminErs

in
spEEch-LAnguAgE pAthoLogy

And

AudioLogy

101 E. Capitol, Suite 211
Little Rock, AR 72201
(501) 682-9180 Office
(501) 682-9181 Fax

Email: ABESPA@ipa.net

www.abespa.com

ArkAnsAs MedicAid Website

www.medicaid.state.ar.us

ArkAnsAs dEpArtmEnt of EducAtion

(501) 682-4475
www.arkansased.org

ArkAnsAs dEpArtmEnt of hEALth

(501) 661-2328

AshA Action cEntEr

(800) 498-2071

www.asha.org

ArkSHA 2014
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

     INFORMATION CENTER

ArkshA officE

contAct informAtion

Account Executive:
Marilyn Porterfield

Best Association Management
P. O. Box 24103

Little Rock, AR 72221
Phone: (501) 244-0621

Toll Free: (877) 427-5742
Fax: (501) 224-0988

Email: arksha@arksha.org
www.arksha.org
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organization or government agency activity
* Outstanding accomplishments in clinical teaching, 
research, or administration.

Paula J. Gober Public Schools Award - This award 
recognizes distinguished clinical service by an 
individual in a public school setting.

Louis M. Dicarlo Award for Clinical Achievement- 
The recipient will be chosen for advancement of 
knowledge in clinical practice as evidenced by a 
significant recent accomplishment within the past 
six years in speech-language and/or audiology. 
Nominees for this award are not limited to any 
particular type of clinical achievement or activity. 
However, the achievement must be specific, 
well defined, and clearly within the time limit of 
the most recent six years. Eligible activities or 
accomplishments for which an individual might 
receive the DiCarlo award include, but are not 
restricted to, the following examples:

* A single achievement with a client or group of  
clients

* A specific clinical service or training program
* A specific achievement in a state or local 

organization or government agency activity
* A specific accomplishment in clinical teaching, 

research or administration

(Recognized projects may include: a new treatment 
technique; innovative urban service delivery 
program; new clinical research; a training video 
addressing an unmet need; a multicultural parent 
training program; a unique hospital program; a 
successful state legislative initiative, etc.)

ArkSHA Ambassador (Adult and Child) - This 
award is to recognize a special 
individual who may have made 
significant gains in therapy 
or overcome insurmountable 
odds--someone who has 
inspired you, uplifted you and 
others, and reminded you 
why you are an audiologist or 
speech-language pathologist.  
Your special person could 
become ArkSHA’s Ambassador 
and represent our Association 
during Better Hearing & 
Speech Month—on a poster, 

in the newspaper, and at events celebrating May is 
Better Hearing & Speech Month. 
 
Research Award - This award recognized 
individuals who have made significant contributions 
to the research literature related to the professions 
of speech pathology or audiology.

Lifetime Achievement Award - An ArkSHA member 
may apply to the Membership Committee for Life 
Membership and be granted such Membership 
automatically when all the following conditions are 
met:  Attainment of age 65, Retirement from full-
time professional employment, Full Membership 
in the Association for five consecutive years 
immediately preceding application.  A Life Member 
shall continue to enjoy all the rights and privileges 
of Full Membership but shall not pay dues.
You may complete a nomination form by visiting the 
site below:
   http://www.arksha.org/Forms/Awards%20
   Nominations%20Form%20No%20year.pdf

ArkSHA is working with ASHA in developing a 
strategic plan to guide us in the coming months 
and years. We are looking for members to help 
us by serving on committees. Time commitment 
is minimal and communication would take place 
primarily through e-mail. We value your opinions 
and insights and look forward to using our 
collaborative efforts to ensure continued growth 
and relevancy in our fields in Arkansas. If you 
have ever made the comment, “I wish ArkSHA 
would do ________”, “Convention would be better 
if ________________”, etc., then you need serve on a 
committee to help be part of a solution. 

Remember, YOU are ArkSHA. 
ArkSHA’s ability to serve its 
membership relies on its 
membership to serve within 
ArkSHA. 

 Looking forward to working 
with you! 
 
 Melodee Owens, M.S., CCC-SLP

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  P E R S P E C T I V E ,  C o n t i n u e d

Melodee Owens, Kami Rowland, Robyn Smith
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CALL FOR POSTER
AMBASSADOR NOMINATIONS 

ArkSHA selects one child and one adult poster ambassador each 
year to represent the dedicated work our professionals do to make 
a difference in the lives of individuals and their families.  We all 
have patients that have made an impact on what we do.  You may 
consider someone who has made significant gains in therapy, 
someone who has overcome insurmountable odds, or someone 
who is irresistible, charming, full of charisma and adorable. Write a 
letter and tell ArkSHA who should be the 2015 ambassador! 

Nominations should include contact information for both the 
nominee and the person making the nomination.  Please submit 
a summary of why this person should be selected as Poster 
Ambassador and a picture of the nominee if available.  

Please submit all nominations to the attention of Kerry Shumate, 
Past President, by April 1, 2015.  Nominations may be submitted 
directly to Kerry at kshumate@almasd.net or to the ArkSHA office 
via:
    • Mail: P.O. Box 24103, 
       Little Rock, AR 72221
    • Fax: 501-224-0988 
    • Email: arksha@arksha.org

The 2015 Poster Ambassadors will be honored with their award at 
the Annual Convention.

Nomination form is included in this newsletter on page 5.

The Call for Papers for the 2015 
ArkSHA Convention is now open!  
All accepted papers will present on 
Friday, October 16, 2015, at the 
convention in Little Rock.  

Please complete the form found on 
page 7 and on the website at 
www.arksha.org and submit to our 
office by May 31, 2015.

  • Mail: P.O. Box 24103, 
             Little Rock, AR 72221

  • Phone: 877-427-5742

  • Fax: 501-224-0988 

  • Email: arksha@arksha.org

Thank you for your consideration to 
present this year!

Call For Papers 
Deadline: May 31, 2015

SAVE THE DATE
ArkSHA Summer Workshop

Topic:  
School-Based Issues in Communication Sciences and Disorders

Presenters: 
Natalie Benafield, Au.D. CCC-A
Carol Fleming, M.S.,CCC-SLP

Donna Fisher-Smiley, Ph.D.,CCC-A

July 21, 2015
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

(6 hours of CE)

The Jones Center
922 E. Emma Avenue
Springdale, AR 72764
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ArkSHA Poster Ambassador Nomination Form 

 
Please submit all nominations by April 1.  

 Mail: P.O. Box 24103, Little Rock, AR 72221 
 Phone: 877-427-5742 
 Fax: 501-224-0988  
 Email: arksha@arksha.org.  

 
Nominations must include the following information: 
 

1. The Nomination form 
2. Photo of Nominee 
3. Narrative text that provides the rationale for why this individual is being nominated. Consider the 

following points for the narrative text: 
a. Description of the significance of the achievement 
b. Explanation of how the nominee's actions have advanced knowledge in the area of clinical 

practical or research. 
c. Explanation of the nominee's role in the achievement 

 
FORMAT 
Documentation for nominations should be typed and single-spaced. Total pages are not to exceed 5 numbered, 
single-spaced, typed pages including nomination and summary forms and letter(s) of support. Pages beyond this 
number will be removed before distribution to the Committee.  Additional information will be requested if 
necessary. 
 
I. NOMINEE INFORMATION 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City/state/zip: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Email address: __________________________________ Phone number: ____________________ 

 
II. PERSON SUBMITTING NOMINATION 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Professional title/Affiliation: _________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City/state/zip: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Email address: __________________________________ Phone number: ____________________ 

 
Please provide a brief statement of nomination – stating why this individual is nominated in three 
sentences or less.  
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We’ve framed up some great speakers for this year, including:

Debra M. Suiter, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, BCS-S
Director, University of Kentucky Voice & Swallow Clinic

University of Kentucky
Presenting on “Feeding & Swallowing”

David Hammer, M.A., CCC-SLP
Manager of Outpatient Speech and Language Services at 

Children’s Hospital in Pittsburgh of UPMC, PA
(Returning for the 2015 Convention) Presenting on “School-Age Topics”

Jane Kitson
Early Education Educator & On-Site Consultant

“Giggle Wiggle Clap and Learn...Move Your Body and Your Brain!”
“Red Rover Red Rover...Sednd Literacy Right Over!”

         *Speakers and Topics Subject to Change

ARKSHA 2015
Convention

Portraits of Success

October 14 - 16, 2015
Embassy Suites

Little Rock, Arkansas

SAVE
THE

DATE!

Be sure to check in on and  “LIKE” the ArkSHA FaceBook page to see
 additional convention speakers as they are confirmed!
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Phone: (501) 244-0621 
Fax: (501) 224-0988 

Email: arksha@arksha.org 
www.arksha.org 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
2015 ArkSHA Convention 

October 14-16, 2015-Embassy Suites Little Rock 
 

Please fill out one form per presenter for each presentation 
Email attachments to: arksha@arksha.org with a subject line saying “ArkSHA Call for Papers” 

 

PRESENTATION TITLE (maximum of 10 words): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEADLINE FOR ALL PRESENTERS- Deadline May 31 
All Presentations Shall be Made on Friday 10/16/2015 

 
 

_____ PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATION _____ STUDENT PRESENTATION 
 

Speaker’s Name (w/degree/certification): __________________________________________________ 
Job Title (or Student): ___________________________________________________________________ 
Employer (or School): ___________________________________________________________________ 
Complete Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
Daytime Phone: _____________________________ Home Phone: ______________________________ 
Email: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTERS must submit all of the following in Word format by email by May 31, 2015 
in order that continuing education credit may be applied for: 
 

 This Application (May be faxed or scanned and emailed) 
 Narrative Abstract (50 to 75 words) - for the Convention Program 
 BRIEF Bio - (max. 100 words) - for the Convention Program 
 Current Resume 
 Minimum of 3 Learning Objectives 

 

PLEASE SPECIFY:       ____ 1 Hour Presentation      ____ 2 Hour 
 

STUDENT PRESENTERS must submit all of the following in Word format by email by May 31, 2015 in 
order that continuing education credit may be applied for: 
 

 This Application (May be faxed or scanned and emailed) 
 Narrative Abstract (50 to 75 words) - for the Convention Program 

 

Subject Matter Professor: ________________________________Phone #: ________________________ 
 

PLEASE SPECIFY:       ____ 15 Minute Presentation      ____ 30 Minute Presentation 
 

 
The ArkSHA Convention Program Planning Committee reserves the right to select or deny any presentation in order to provide 

an appropriate variety and number of timely topics within the logistical facilities and timeframes available. 
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Call for ArkSHA 
Honors and Awards Nominations

Have you ever wondered how YOU can make a 
direct impact on your profession, have input on the 
directions of programs or be on the forefront of 
legislative issues? Well, wonder no longer! 

This is your chance to be a part of the exciting 
changes and growth of YOUR Association. All 
members in good standing, with all dues current, 
are encouraged to apply for the Board of Directors. 
And if your dues aren’t current, now is the time 
to rectify that situation so you can submit a 
nomination for yourself or 
another member who would 
like to jump in with both feet 
to help shape plans for ArkSHA 
and willingly represent our 
membership.

ArkSHA needs strong leaders to stay abreast of 
issues that impact our professions and who will 
work as a team to move ideas into actions.  Being 
an ArkSHA board member is not only a great way 
to serve the Arkansas professions of audiology and 
speech-language pathology, but a wonderful way 
to meet fellow professionals who are energetic and 
inspiring!  The board typically meets the 2nd Friday 
of every other month, with the option of calling into 
the meeting.  

Please submit nominations for candidates for the 
ArkSHA board which include:

• President-Elect
• Vice-President of  SLP Services
• Vice-President Elect for Continuing Education
• Treasurer

Please submit all nominations to the attention of 
Kerry Shumate, Past President, by May 31, 2015.  
Nominations may be submitted directly to Kerry at 
kshumate@almasd.net or to the ArkSHA office via:

• Mail: P.O. Box 24103, Little Rock, AR 72221
• Phone: 877-427-5742
• Fax: 501-224-0988 
• Email: arksha@arksha.org

Arkansas has the best of the best!

Please ‘spotlight’ a colleague/mentor/professional 
in the fields of speech-language pathology or 
audiology by submitting a nomination for honors 
and awards. Please submit the awards nomination 
form, which can be found on the website at 
www.arksha.org, indicating which award you are 
making a submission for.

Nominate individuals for the following awards:

Louis M. Dicarlo Award for Clinical Achievement: 
Individuals demonstrating significant contributions 
to advancing knowledge in clinical practice within 
the past 6 years are eligible for nomination by 
state associations to receive a recognition award. 

Frank R. Kleffner Clinical Career Award: 
Individuals demonstrating significant contributions 
to clinical science and practice over a 20-year 
career are eligible for nomination by fellow 
professionals to receive a recognition award. 

Paula J. Gober Public School Award: Recognizes 
distinguished clinical service by an individual in a 
public school setting.

Honors of the Association: The highest honor the 
association can give and recognizes distinguished 
contributions to the field of communication 
disorders.  It is limited to members of the 
Association.  

Research Award: Recognizes individuals who have 
made significant contributions to the research 
literature related to the professions of speech 
pathology or Audiology. 

Audiology Award: Recognizes distinguished 
service by an audiologist.  

Please submit all nominations to the attention of 
Kerry Shumate, Past President, by May 31, 2015.  
Nominations may be submitted directly to Kerry at 
kshumate@almasd.net or to the ArkSHA office via:

• Mail: P.O. Box 24103, Little Rock, AR 72221
• Phone: 877-427-5742
• Fax: 501-224-0988 
• Email: arksha@arksha.org

Awards and honors recipients will be announced at 
the Awards Ceremony on Thursday, October 15, at 
the Annual Convention in Little Rock, Arkansas.

Call for
2016 Board of Director

Nominations
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Student ArkSHA members enrolled in a Communication 
Sciences and Disorders graduate program in the state of 
Arkansas are encouraged to apply for the ArkSHA Student 
Scholarship each year. All applications must be postmarked by 
October 1st to allow committee members* ample time for 
consideration. The scholarship winner will be announced and 
presented with a check at the Annual ArkSHA Convention 
Awards and Scholarship Reception. 

Scholarship application guidelines are below: 

1) A Faculty Advisor or Program Director must sign this 
form verifying enrollment and graduate GPA at the time of 
application, and append a short letter of support.

2) The applicant must be an Arkansas resident who, at  
present, plans to work in-state after graduation. 

3) The applicant must submit a short narrative, not to exceed 
one-half page explaining their financial need for the 
scholarship. 

4) The applicant's involvement in professional organizations 
such as ArkSHA, NSSLHA, etc. should be emphasized.  

5) Both professional and personal letters of recommendation 
must be submitted with the application (minimum 3, 
maximum 5).  

6) Failure to complete academic commitment will require a 
full refund of the scholarship amount to ArkSHA. 

Applications can be downloaded from:  
http://www.arksha.org/scholarship.pdf.

*The Scholarship Committee will be composed of the ArkSHA 
President, Past President, President-Elect, Treasurer, and two 
additional members.  Once the recipient is chosen by the 
Committee, that applicant will be presented to the ArkSHA 
Board for final vote and approval. 

Arkansas Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
Graduate Student Scholarship Application  

Eligibility and Guidelines 

Full Name: ______________________________________ 

Date of Birth: _________________________ Age:_______ 

Marital Status:    Single    Married 

Present Address: 
________________________________________________ 

Permanent Address: 
________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:___________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

Number and ages of dependents, if any:________________ 

Place of Employment: ______________________________ 

Number of semesters as a member of : 

ArkSHA ______ NSSLHA ______  

University where you attend graduate school: 
________________________________________________ 

Degree and field of study pursued: ____________________ 

Graduate semester hours to date: ____________________ 

Graduate GPA to date: _____________________________ 

Name of Faculty Advisor/Program Director (verify GPA):  

________________________________________________ 

Scholarship Application 

Signature of Applicant: ___________________________________________________________________  Date: ________________________ 

Signature of Faculty Advisor/Program Director: ______________________________________________  Date: ________________________ 

Please mail all required application materials
postmarked by October 1, to:

ArkSHA Scholarship Committee
P.O. Box  24103

Little Rock, AR  72221

Questions? - Contact  ArkSHA
arksha@arksha.org


