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Summer is behind us and fall is just around the
corner. If you are like me, you’ve probably met
yourself coming and going with the start of school/
college for your kids, getting back to the grind
at work, and trying to figure out how you can
possibly be at so many places at once. If that
sounds like you, then I want to encourage you
to stay on top of things, plan well, and schedule
some “me” time to stay sane. A way to do this
is to register for the 2016 ArkSHA Convention,
“Breakthrough to Excellence”. Charity Locke has
planned a phenomenal three days for you to not
only reconnect with old friends and network with
new ones, but also gain greater understanding in
working with your clients/students through the
slate of key speakers within their field. You also
won’t want to miss out on the 50/50 drawing
during Thursday night’s social hour. You could be
the lucky one to come away with a stash of cash!!!
Your ArkSHA Board Members have been very busy
this summer. Jeff Adams, President-Elect,
has been hard at work with the SLP/OT/
PT Alliance to correct and stop practices
by some pediatricians requiring Medicaid
recipients referred for a therapy evaluation
to be evaluated by a different provider from
their selected treatment provider. The
executive board honored the 2015 ArkSHA
Ambassador recipients-Haven McCormack
(child ambassador) and Sam Atcherson
(adult ambassador) at the Capitol with
Governor Hutchinson in July, and other
board members have worked hard through amazing
advocacy initiatives with Senator Lindsey’s Task
Force on Best Practices for Special Education
Responsibilities, and Arkansas’s official Roles and
Responsibilities of SLPs in the Schools. We feel very
honored and privileged to serve you and our state.
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Senator Lindsey’s Task Force on Best Practices
for Special Education Responsibilities wrapped up
their yearlong monthly meetings in August with
a final draft preparation. The next steps for this
worthwhile endeavor will be to have it approved by
Governor Hutchinson next month and implemented
by legislation later this fall. I was honored to
represent our profession and ArkSHA during these
key meetings and play a vital role in the revisions
of the responsibilities through addressing the
committee in February and August regarding our
Scope of Practice and Roles and Responsibilities
in the Schools. I learned many things through
this experience, but the most important thing
was that it is paramount that we each play a role
in advocacy regarding who we are, what we do,
and what we offer, not only at our jobs, but also
at the government level. I want to not only thank
our lobbyists, Randy Thurman and Courtney
Shepherd, for keeping us informed of government
proceedings that can affect our profession, but
also our Vice-President of Speech-Language
Pathology, Chenell Loudermill, for her contribution
to the Task Force meetings as well.
In keeping with the vision of advocacy, I want to
update you on the work of the committee for our
state’s official “Roles and Responsibilities of SLPs
in the Schools” document. First, I want to thank

each of the committee members: Christy Allen,
Becky Domon, Carol Fleming, Jamie Holley,
Melodee Owens, Leslie Smith, Marietta Woollen,
and Nanci Young, for taking time out of their busy
(Continued on page 3)
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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE,
continued
summer to work on this initiative. We began weekly
collaborative efforts in June to review the results
of the survey that was sent out last spring, identify
key areas of concern, and address each one. The
areas of greatest concern from the survey were:
workload vs. caseload, professional development
and collaboration, RTI, duties/responsibilities, child
find, and paperwork. Through utilizing ASHA’s
Scope of Practice and Roles and Responsibilities for
SLPs in the Schools as well as best practices from
other state organizations who’ve embarked on this
same endeavor, we’ve been able to work cohesively
in writing a rough draft. Although we have several

meetings and revisions to go before presenting the
final draft to Commissioner Key, we can’t wait to
share the finished product.
We are still looking for some great men and women
to serve on our ArkSHA Board in the coming year,
and there’s no better time than the present to
get involved with your state organization and be
a change agent. Won’t you consider running and
changing your profession for the better? The
nominees thus far will be introduced at the next
board meeting which will be held at the ArkSHA
Convention on Wednesday, October 12th, at 3:00.
Please join us and see how you can get involved.

Message from the President-Elect
Same Song, Different Verse……Savings!
If you have turned on your news
over the past year, then you are
aware of the legislative influences
that are at play to save money in
healthcare, including audiology
and speech-language pathology
services. The same song with
the same message continues in
each iterative verse…..SAVINGS,
SAVINGS, SAVINGS! The Arkansas
Department of Human Services (DHS)-Division of
Developmental Disabilities Services, is currently
examining measures needed to meet the cost
savings goals that the governor has requested.
In an effort to be proactive with influencing the
cost-containment measures, ArkSHA has been
heavily involved over the past year with the Task
Force of Pediatric Health Professions. This Task
Force includes representatives from the OT & PT
Associations, CHMS, DDPA and Early Intervention
Providers. Jeff Adams, ArkSHA President-Elect;
Melodee Owens, ArkSHA Past-President and
Cheri Stevenson, ArkSHA State Advocate for
Reimbursement have been meeting regularly with
other stakeholders to draft recommendations to
present to administrators at DHS. The goal is to
reduce the threat of outside managed care groups
from making decisions on behalf of services
provided to Arkansas Medicaid recipients, and to
develop and implement outcomes-based standards
of practice. The initial recommendations from the

Task Force of Pediatric Health Professions to control
costs beginning in July of 2017 are as follows:
1) Set maximum threshold of 90 min/week per
discipline for ages 0-5 and 90 min/week per
discipline for ages 6-21 and require that any
recommendations above the threshold be prior
authorized. Recommendations of therapy at, or
below or above maximum would still have to be
justified by results of the evaluation.
2) Independent Assessment for Referral of an
Evaluation: The Medicaid recipient’s primary
care physician completes the Ages and Stages
Screening and then refers the family to a trained/
certified service coordinator with a prescription
for evaluation(s) and selection of a provider for
evaluation services.
It is important for ArkSHA members to become
knowledgeable about cost containment measures
that are being discussed at the state level. Please
get to know your state representatives and
senators. If you have questions about the initial
recommendations listed above, or information to
guide the process, please contact Jeff Adams at
jadams@eastersealsar.com.
		
		

Jeffrey C. Adams, Ed.D.,CCC-SLP
ArkSHA President Elect
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Scholarship Donation Request
Ashlen Thomason received the 2015 ArkSHA Graduate Student Scholarship. Ashlen is an Ph.D.
student in the Arkansas Consortium for the Ph.D. in Communication Sciences and Disorders (UALR,
UCA, and UAMS). We are able to offer these scholarships to our student members each year thanks to
your generous donations throughout the year, and our social and auction at the convention. You can
donate in honor of or in memory of someone, if you choose. Current students are the future of our
industry, and we are glad we are able to support them when needed.

Scholarship Donation Form
Name: __________________________________ Phone: _______________________
Address: _______________________ City: ______________ ST: ____ Zip: _________
Email: ______________________________________
I would like to make a contribution to the ArkSHA Scholarship Fund in the amount of $ ____________

□ In Memory □ In Honor of: ____________________________________

Check #: _______________

Visa/MasterCard # _______-_______-_______-_______
Exp Date: __________ CVV: ________

Mail this form with check payable
to ArkSHA at:

Name on Card: __________________________________
Billing Address (if diff from above): _______________________________________
___________________________

P.O. BOX 24103
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72221
or FAX to 501-224-0988

ArkSHA 2016 CONVENTION

Arkansas Speech-Language-Hearing Association

Breakthrough
to
Excellence!

OCTOBER 12 - 14, 2016
HOT SPRINGS, AR
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Arkansas Speech-Language-Hearing Association
Scholarship Application and Guidelines
Scholarship Guidelines and Eligibility
1) The applicant must be enrolled in a Communication
Sciences and Disorders graduate program in the state of
Arkansas. (Proof of enrollment required - Faculty Advisor
or Program Director signature).
2) The applicant must be an Arkansas resident who, at
present, plans to work in-state after graduation.
3) The applicant must submit a short narrative, not to exceed
one-half page explaining their financial need for the
scholarship.
4) The applicant must submit an undergraduate transcript.
5) Applications will be available upon request from the
ArkSHA office or at .www.arksha.org/scholarship.pdf.
6) Both professional and personal letters of recommendation
must be submitted with the application (minimum 3,
maximum 5).

7) The applicant's involvement in professional organizations
such as ArkSHA, NSSLHA, AAA, etc. should be
emphasized.
8) All applications must be received by October 1st to allow
committee members ample time for consideration.
10) Failure to complete academic commitment will require a
full refund of the scholarship amount to ArkSHA.
11) The scholarship winner(s) will be announced and
presented with a check at the Annual ArkSHA Convention
Awards and Scholarship Reception.
*The Scholarship Committee will be composed of the ArkSHA
President, Past President, President-Elect, Treasurer, and two
additional members. Once the recipient is chosen by the
Committee, that applicant will be presented to the ArkSHA
Board for final vote and approval.

Scholarship Application
Full Name: ______________________________________

Major Field of Study: _______________________________

Date of Birth: _________________________ Age:_______

Place of Employment:

Marital Status:

________________________________________________

Single

Married

Present Address:
________________________________________________
Permanent Address:
________________________________________________
Home Phone: ____________________________________

Number and ages of dependents, if any:
________________________________________________
Number of years as a member of :
ArkSHA _______ NSSLHA _______ AAA _______

Work Phone: _____________________________________
Email: __________________________________________
Undergraduate University:
________________________________________________
University you plan to attend in the Fall of 2013:
________________________________________________
Fall 2013 Semester Hours: __________________________

Please mail all required application materials
To arrive before October 1, to:
ArkSHA Scholarship Committee
P.O. Box 24103
Little Rock, AR 72221
Questions? - Contact ArkSHA
arksha@arksha.org

Signature of Applicant: ___________________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________
Signature of Faculty Advisor/Dept. Director: _________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

JULY/AUG/SEPT Sound Expressions

5

2015 ArkSHA Poster Ambassadors:
Haven McCormack and Sam Atcherson

The executive board honored the 2015 ArkSHA Ambassador recipients: Haven McCormack (child
ambassador, left) and Sam Atcherson (adult ambassador, right) at the Capitol with Governor Hutchinson in
July, 2016.

Don’t forget to order a
convention shirt when
you register!
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ArkSHA would like to offer the opportunity
for any student to be a member of ArkSHA
without financial concern. Please consider
sponsorsoring 1-4 student memberships
by making a donation of $25-$100. Use
the online form on the website to make
your donation. You may also select if you
wish it to apply to students from a specific
program/university.

Thank you for supporting
our goal to grow ArkSHA’s
student membership!

