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Congratulations to our 
newly elected 

2018 board members! 
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LeeAnn Griffi th, MS, CCC-SLP
(President-Elect)

Chenell Loudermill, PhD, CCC-SLP
(Vice-President for SLP Services)

Jennifer Fisher, MS, CCC-SLP
(Vice President-Elect for 

Continuing Education)

Amy Shollenbarger, PhD, CCC-SLP 
(Treasurer)

Continued on page 3

President’s 
Message

Jeffrey Adams, 
EdD,CCC-SLP

They will be joining returning Board Members: 
Ashlen Thomason (President), Jeff Adams (Past 
President), Charity Avery (Secretary), Melanie Meeker 
(VP Continuing Education), and Cliff Franklin (VP 
Audiology and Hearing Services). 

Season’s Greetings, ArkSHA!

The professions of audiology and speech-language 
pathology have enjoyed decades of substantial 
occupational growth across health care and educational 
sectors.  Our professions have risen to challenges of 
increased scopes of practice, expanded caseloads, 
changing documentation requirements and the 
continuous pressure to demonstrate the value of our 
services. It is understandable that many among us 
feel less inclined to engage in the broader socio-
political issues that impact our professions. After all, 
most audiologists and speech-language pathologists 
do not have strong backgrounds in economics, law, 
political science or sociology. More often, we focus 
on patient care, research, teaching or other noble 
endeavors. However, the rapid changes in the socio-
political climate necessitate that audiologists and 
speech-language pathologists become increasingly 
cognizant of the environments in which we exist. We 
must adapt to expected and unexpected threats within 
these environments, while examining opportunities to 
demonstrate the value of the professions. 

ArkSHA’s new logo was introduced at the 
2017 Annual Convention.  

Goodbye Old Logo
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President

Jeffrey Adams, EdD, CCC-SLP
Easter Seals Arkansas - Outreach
Little Rock, AR
(501) 221-8437
jadams@eastersealsar.com
 

immediate Past President

Kami Rowland, MS, CCC-SLP
Hall High School
Little Rock, AR
(501) 766-3301
kmrowland72@gmail.com

President-elect

Ashlen Thomason, PhD, CCC-SLP
Arkansas Children’s Hospital &
UALR/UAMS Dept. of Aud & SLP
Little Rock, AR
(870) 307-9331
AEThomason@archildrens.org

treasurer

Amy Shollenbarger, PhD, CCC-SLP
Arkansas State University
Jonesboro, AR
(870) 972-2703
ashollenbarger@astate.edu

secretary
Charity Avery, MCD, CCC-SLP
AR Therapy Outreach
Benton, AR
(501) 303-8553
cbohannon@artherapyoutreach.com

Vice President

audiology & Hearing serVices

Cliff Franklin, PhD, CCC-A, FAAA
UALR/UAMS
Little Rock, AR
(417) 380-2285
cafranklin2@uams.edu

ArkSHA MISSION STATEMENT
Connecting, learning and communicating with audiologists, speech-language 
pathologists, future professionals and consumers through:

Advocacy
Education
Mentoring

Networking
Resources

Vice President

sPeecH-language PatHology

serVices

Chenell Loudermill, PhD, CCC-SLP
UALR/UAMS
Little Rock, AR
(501) 683-7641
cloudermill@uams.edu

Vice President

continuing education

Alicia Davidson, MCD, CCC-SLP
AR Therapy Outreach
Benton, AR
(870) 942-2135
aliciadavidson@yahoo.com

Vice President-elect

continuing education

Melanie Meeker, PhD, CCC-SLP
Harding University
Searcy, AR
(501) 279-4658
mlowry@harding.edu

slP and aud adVisory Board

Dee Lance
UCA Dept of Communication
Sciences & Disorders
Conway, AR
dlance@uca.edu

Natalie Benafield 
UCA Dept of Communication 
Sciences & Disorders
Conway, AR
(501) 450-5484
nbenafield@uca.edu

loBByists

Courtney Sheppard    
fcsheppard@comcast.net

Randy Thurman
thurman@arkansaslobbying.com

Arkansas Board of Examiners
in

Speech-Language Pathology
and Audiology

101 E. Capitol, Suite 211
Little Rock, AR 72201
(501) 682-9180 Office

(501) 682-9181 Fax
Email: ABESPA@arkansas.gov

www.abespa.com

Arkansas Medicaid Website
www.medicaid.state.ar.us

Arkansas Department of Education
(501) 682-4475

www.arkansased.org

Arkansas Department of HealtH

(501) 661-2328

asHa action center

(800) 498-2071

www.asha.org

ArkSHA 2017
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

     INFORMATION CENTER

arksHa office

contact information

Account Executive:
Marilyn Porterfield

Best Association Management

P.O. Box 24103
Little Rock, AR 72221

Phone: (501) 244-0621
Fax: (501) 224-0988

Email: arksha@arksha.org
www.arksha.org

The views expressed by the authors 
in this newsletter do not necessarily 

represent that of the board/
association.
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President’s Message 
continued...

October

2018
10-12ArkSHA

The ASHA Ad Hoc Committee 
on Reframing the Professions 
highlighted this need in the 
committee’s 2013 Final Report 
that indicated:

“It is widely acknowledged 
that health care, and 
especially the economics 
of health care, will be 
undergoing dramatic 
changes over the next several years. Factors 
pressuring these changes include the unsustainably 
increasing cost of medical care, the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 (ACA), 
and the increasing demands for quality, efficiency, 
and accountability by regulators, health care rating 
organizations, accrediting bodies, employers, 
commercial payers, and the public.” 

As this report foretold, all states 
(including Arkansas) have been 
experiencing significant change 
with health care in recent years. 
By some, many of these changes 
have been viewed as threats to the 
professions. Others have viewed 
these changes as opportunities. An 
important question for consideration 
is, how are we to individually and 
collectively respond to the threats 

of the present, while also anticipating the threats of the 
future? My hope is that you value associating together 
to deal with the uncertainties and opportunities as a way 
to work through the challenges that we will face. Make 
sure you continue your membership in ArkSHA in 2018! 
It has been an honor to serve as ArkSHA President in 
2017. What an eventful year it has been! I wish you all a 
prosperous and rewarding new year.
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ArkSHA is proud to present 
Hadley Dahlem with the 
first Betty Bass Student 
Scholarship.

Hadley’s professors at UCA 
had this to say:  Hadley is 
strong academically while 
also being able to use her 
interests and skills outside 
the classroom to shape her 
life as a future professional.  

She is very active in the UCA NSSHLA chapter, serving 
as chair of our fundraising committee, and is also serious 
about serving her community as she has been an active 
volunteer for the United Way and the City of Hope 
Outreach Ministry.  Hadley has been able to balance all of 
this splendidly, while at the same time exhibiting a strong 
degree of professionalism.

Hadley has a strong desire for excellence and performs 
her duties with a great deal of integrity. She has an 
intense focus on her studies, as well a deepening maturity 
and involvement in the speech language pathology 
community.  Hadley has a passion for this field of study 
derived from personal and familial experiences, which 
makes her an invaluable asset to our graduate program 
and to our profession in general.

It’s evident the kind of heart she has for people by her 
dedication in the classroom, study habits, and involvement 
in various local organizations aiding the community.  
The relentless dedication to the children in her class, 
the willingness to go above and beyond to aid them in 
reaching their goals, and the patience displayed while 
being forced into highly stressful situations, are all 
qualities that are a direct reflection of Hadley’s character 
and drive to better the lives of those around her.  

Hadley Dahlem 
Betty Bass Student Scholarship Award

ArkSHA is proud to announce Michelle Donnell is the 
recipient of the Paula J. Gober Public School Award.  
Michelle was nominated by Wendy Roark. 
 
Wendy Roark gave the following remarks about our 
2017 Paula J. Gober Public School Award recipient, 
Miss Michelle Donnell:  Michelle is an exceptional 
speech-language pathologist providing the highest quality 
therapy services to children in Springdale for the past 15 
years.  She is a proven leader in our district’s group of 
29 speech-language pathologists.  Michelle has trained 
many student clinicians and fully prepares them to enter 
a school based SLP position. In a short video shared as 
part of her nomination, Michelle shines through in her 
day to day interactions with her students.  She works 
with students who have difficulty in speech production 
and language impairments; and she works in a functional 
communication class where the goal is for each student to 
be successful in a regular classroom setting.  Some parents 

shared how much 
they appreciate 
Michelle and 
her heart in 
working with 
their children who 
have been bullied 
as a result of 
their disabilities.  
Michelle loves 
to see the “light 
bulb moments” 
where a skill she’s 
been teaching her 
students finally clicks and they are able to transfer that 
skill elsewhere.  In closing, Michelle states that “we need 
to celebrate the whole child and who they are, not their 
weakness, because that is so small compared to the many 
strengths they have.” 

 Michelle Donnell, MS, CCC-SLP 
Paula J. Gober Public School Award

Awards
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Dixie Branscum, MCD, CCC-SLP 
Frank R. Kleffner Clinical Career Award

ArkSHA is proud to announce 
Dixie Branscum as the recipient 
of the 2017 Frank R. Kleffner 
Clinical Career Award.  Dixie was 
nominated by Jennifer Fisher.

Jan Traughber, Assistant Professor 
and Clinic Director at Harding 
University; Amy Baker, Instructor 
at Harding University; Dr. Melanie 
Meeker, Instructor at Harding 
University; and Jennifer Fisher at 
Harding University had this to say 
about Dixie Branscum’s career as 
a speech pathologist in the Searcy 
Public School System:  We cannot think of a speech-
language pathologist more deserving of recognition 
than Dixie.  With her retirement from Searcy Public 
Schools this past May, Dixie has certainly ended a 
distinguished career where she has made a significant 
and long-lasting impact on the profession of speech-
language pathology. Dixie dedicated her professional life 
to helping others. As a school-based SLP, she spent her 
career serving children, families, and fellow educators. 
Her excellence in diagnostic practices and counseling 
ensured that the children on her caseload received the 
best services possible. She is a consummate professional 
that demonstrates outstanding ethical principles and a 
vivacious work ethic to ensure a job is done well.

Med Eddins, a special education 
teacher that worked with Dixie for four 
years, stated: “Dixie is very dedicated 
to her profession and cares deeply 
about her students. She makes great 
strides during therapy and parents are 
always appreciative of the special way 
she interacts with their children as well 
as in their therapy outcomes. I have 
found her self-motivation and keen 
desire to stay current, with concern to 
speech and language practices, are to 
be commended.”

As an advocate for the profession, 
Dixie mentored over 100 student clinicians during their 
practicum experiences. She was more than a supervisor 
that freely welcomed students; she was dedicated to the 
art of clinical education. As a frequently requested clinical 
educator, the students always voiced high-praise for the 
amount of teaching and mentorship she provided. Her 
peers (clinicians and teachers alike) praise her for going 
the extra mile to help them learn, and to improve the 
services they provide. Dixie whole-heartedly embodies all 
that it means to be an SLP. In an era where clinicians so 
often experience burnout and find themselves exploring 
various sites of practice, Dixie has spent her entire 
career dedicated to excellence in the public schools.  Her 
exuberance for life is evidenced in every session and her 
zeal for success is contagious to all.  

Awards

Thank you to Alicia 
Davidson for her hard 
work in planning 
the 2017 Annual 
Convention and 
bringing in a variety of 
speakers to appeal to all 
attendees.

Thank you to Jeff 
Adams for leading 
ArkSHA in 2017. Jeff 
was presented with a 
plaque for his 2017 
work as President of 
ArkSHA.
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Zach Chamness
Child Poster Ambassador

Jeff Adams nominated Zach Chamness to 
be the 2017 Child Poster Ambassador and 
provided the following heartfelt story of  
Master Zach Chamness: 

Zachary Chamness is a warrior. At 23 months 
he was diagnosed with a desmoplastic 
nodular meduloblastoma on November 
5, 2013. This is his story. Zach was born 
December 1, 2011, and has always been 
a funny, energetic, beloved child. In the 
fall of 2013, Zach started sleeping a lot, 
complaining of headaches and demonstrating a slight 
change in his walking. On November 4th, Zach had an 
MRI. He was scheduled to have an EEG done on Tuesday 
the 5th. As his parents pulled into the Arkansas Children’s 
Hospital parking lot they received the call that changed 
their world. “There is a mass on Zach’s cerebellum.” 
The rest of the day was spent in admissions, tests and 
meetings. The diagnosis was given and an immediate plan 
for surgery was put into place. On Wednesday the 6th, 

over 100 people passed through a waiting 
room to support the Chamness family while 
Zach endured a 4 1/2 hour surgery and 
successful removal of the entire tumor.

Due to extensive chemotherapy and 
radiation, Zach is now cancer free. However, 
the treatments to kill the cancer negatively 
impacted his hearing bilaterally. Zach 
presents with a moderate, bilateral hearing 
loss and has challenges with articulating 
high frequency speech sounds. Zach 

receives speech therapy services and is followed by the 
EARS program through Arkansas Children’s Hospital. 
Throughout his journey, Zach has been a fighter, and 
so have his parents, Jill and Steve Chamness and big 
brother, Kyle. Together, they have fought to beat cancer 
and are currently working daily to help Zach with his 
communication issues. This family’s dedication, can-do 
attitude and unwillingness to quit are exemplary.

Visit www.arksha.org to 
make your nomination for 2018!

Poster Ambassadors

Special thanks to the 
2017 ArkSHA Board 
for their hard work 
leading sessions, 
working registration, 
and answering many 
questions of attendees 
at the 2017 Convention! 
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Mary Ann Toner nominated Seth Mohorn 
to be the 2017 Adult Poster Ambassador.
 
Dr. Mary Ann Toner, of the UofA Speech 
and Hearing Clinic, said this about our 2017 
Adult Poster Ambassador, Mr. Seth Mohorn. 
Seth Mohorn, at the age of 45, describes 
himself as “in the fourth quarter” as a result 
of medullary thyroid cancer. Unlike many 
in his situation, he does not let fear or anger 
dominate his life. When making treatment 
decisions, he considers his family first, 
chooses options that promote quality-of-life for all of 
them, and focuses on living every single minute.
 
After his voice cracked more than once while he was 
speaking to a group, Seth went to his doctor in April 2014. 
Following the scan results, which showed “lots of disease” 
in his neck, Dr. Felicia Johnson and Dr. Moreno at UAMS 
diagnosed Seth with medullary thyroid cancer.   
 
On May 9, 2014, Seth had a thyroidectomy. They had 
to extract a tumor that incased his left vocal cord nerve, 
leaving Seth’s vocal cord permanently paralyzed. In 

September 2014, 
Dr. Johnson 
successfully 
implanted a vocal 
cord, and Seth 
was referred to 
Dr. Toner for 
several months of 
intensive speech 
therapy. 
 
In December 
2016, Seth had 
five more tumors 
removed from 
his head and 
neck area, and 
his Vagus nerve 

had to be removed, causing permanent 
paralysis. Seth was referred by Dr. Moreno 
to Amanda Davis, a SLP at UAMS. During 
his first swallow study, he presented with 
mild oral dysphagia, severe pharyngeal 
dysphagia, and mild esophageal dysphagia. 
He was immediately put on a feeding tube 
for two weeks. When the second swallow 
test proved inconclusive, Seth was cleared 
for thick liquids and pureed foods until his 
next study.
 

Seth returned to Dr. Toner for therapy again. As Dr. 
Toner states, “his definitions of soft-mechanical and 
moist-cohesive diet may not match anyone else’s, but 
after another two weeks had gone by, he did much better 
on the swallow test than the first two, and passed.” Seth 
was moved to soft solid foods, and his vocal quality was 
improving. Six months after his December surgery, he 
took his first sip of water with no choking, gasping, or 
gagging.

Seth and his family can’t thank the speech and language 
community enough. They continue to help Seth improve 
physically, mentally, and emotionally. Seth states, 
“Amanda and Dr. Toner see me as an individual and use 
what motivates me along with the tools of their trade to 
help me be the best I can be.” Seth’s wife Charity states, 
“Seth may have lost nerves and become paralyzed, but he 
has gained something so much more. He has learned…to 
go farther, try harder, and that despite what looked like the 
outcome, he could learn to swallow and speak again.”

Seth was told earlier this year that he can no longer have 
surgeries for his medullary thyroid cancer. He lives every 
day to the fullest, has taken his two boys on trips, and just 
came back from a Hawaiian cruise with his wife for their 
25th anniversary. Seth defies the odds and never gives up. 
He was told he may never be able to speak or swallow 
again, but he can now do both. Dale Carnegie once 
warned that “all of us tend to put off living”; Seth Mohorn 
doesn’t. 

Seth Mohorn
Adult Poster Ambassador

Poster Ambassadors
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Convention 
Highlights

October 11-13, 2017  •  Hot Springs, AR

Betty Bass Student Scholarship Social & Fundraiser
Pictured Left: 
Melodee Owens 
won the 50/50 
drawing.  Thank 
you to everyone that 
purchased tickets 
to help raise money 
for the Betty Bass 
Student Scholarship.

The new ArkSHA logo was revealed during 
the morning awards presentations.

Special thanks to all the students that helped 
to get over 450 attendees registered!
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Wednesday - Student Reality Roundtable

Convention 
Highlights

Pictured Left: Congratulations to the UALR/
UAMS NSSLHA for winning $250 from Leigh Ann 
Brosh of Pediatric Therapy Services for having the 
highest number of attendees at the Student Reality 
Roundtable on Wednesday evening!

Students enjoyed cocoa and engaged in conversations with 
practicing Audiologists and Speech-Language Pathologists.

The sessions and exhibit floor were full!
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ArkSHA:  Did you know Betty 
Bass? If so, would you like to 
share any memories that you have 
of her?

MHA:  Betty Bass was the epitome 
of what I consider to be my core 
values: highly professional; 
kind; helpful;  knowledgeable; 
unpretentious; always accessible; 
friendly;  tolerant; wise; non-
judgmental, and truthful.  Whenever 
I had a question about hours or 
ethics or protocol, Betty always 
listened.  What I found in her 
gentle, kind answers were layers of 
knowledge and wisdom.  Always 
highly professional, and always there, Betty was one 
of my rocks, someone I could always count on to give 
solutions.  I miss her with all my heart.

ArkSHA:  How many years have you been a licensed 
clinician? 

MHA:  1975-present (now a lifetime member of ASHA)

ArkSHA: What is your current place of employment 
and population you serve?

MHA: I am self-employed, with a small private practice, 
SpeechMatters.  Adults:  Adult non-native English 
speakers and Americans with dialects.  Children and 
Adolescents:  receptive and expressive language, 
articulation, tongue thrust, social communication issues.

ArkSHA: Where did you attend graduate school?  

MHA:  Southern Methodist University

ArkSHA: Who were some of your biggest influencers 
and mentors when you were a student? 

MHA: I was a sponge when I started studying speech 
pathology.  The learning process and knowledge I attained 
was energizing.  

Betty Bass Student Scholarship Donor 
Martha Hirsch Alman, MS, CCC-SLP

My parents supported me in all of 
my endeavors.  As a matter of fact, I 
am in this field because my mother 
encouraged me to go take a look at 
some programs in the fields.  There 
is a long, heart-felt story that I am 
writing about my parents’ love 
and encouragement.  Hopefully, 
someday, I will ask ArkSHA to print 
it!

The most influential individual 
throughout my speech pathology 
career is Dr. James C. Montague, 
a man who took me under his 
wing and allowed me to fly to the 
moon and back.  Whenever I had a 

question, a hypothesis, a hair-brained idea, he let me test it 
out, and he wanted to know the results. And when I gave 
him the results, he would give me more ideas on the same 
topic, peaking my curiosity to research even more on the 
subject.   He also took my farming family under his wing 
and helped us all in making wise decisions for my future 
as an SLP.  

Doug Guess, Wayne Sailor and Don Baer, who were 
behaviorists in Kansas, influenced me so much with their 
Functional Language program that I moved to Kansas 
after graduating SMU, in order to work with them.  I 
loved the behavioral approach.  The creativity from this 
group allowed me to write a federal grant for $70,000, 
and the money from this grant allowed me the opportunity 
to foray into the little-known world of “Communication 
Boards” and the use of sign language for individuals with 
severe to profound language and speech disorders.

But then, along came Beth Eaton, who had been my 
supervisor at a development center in Dallas. When we 
both moved to Little Rock, we found each other and 
became friends all over again. Beth introduced me to 
the concept of play therapy, which was counter to my 
behavioral approach, at first.  Then, with Beth’s grace and 

Donor 
Spotlight

Continued on page 11
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immense talent, I was taught to merge the two concepts to 
have the best of both worlds.

Dan Tullos allowed me the opportunity to be involved 
with ArkSHA in a way that the organization is imprinted 
in my heart and soul.  

Audiology was not my bag!  Numbers….OY VEY!  But 
along came Pat Highley and Donna Fisher-Smiley (before 
the Doctor was placed in front of Donna’s name).  Pat 
taught me about the care of hearing aids, CAPD, and 
what the interpretation of hearing issues means to the 
SLP.  Donna taught me about Educational Audiology.  
Whenever I have a question not only about Audiology, but 
also about ASHA policy, or if I need a wise professional to 
guide me, I turn to Dr. Donna Fisher-Smiley.

There are many students who I had the honor and 
privilege to teach and supervise, who now are outstanding 
professionals themselves.  Even as students, they were my 
mentors.   There are three who have remained steadfast 
mentors for me:  Jeff Adams, LeeAnn Griffith, and Stacy 
Mahurin.

Dr. Martha Anderson, may she rest in peace, allowed me 
to learn from her while supervising at UCA.  She had a 
profound impact on me because she always showed honor 
and respect to those in our fields, and to each and every 
client and their friends/family/caretakers.  

ArkSHA: What is your best advice for speech-language 
pathology and audiology students? 

MHA: Your book learning WILL come in handy, and 
some day, you just might REALLY understand those 
theories that you had to oh-so-quickly learn in class. Just 
because you learned a concept in one class, or learned a 
technique for one kind of client, that does not mean that 
you can’t use that information in a variety of settings.  
Think outside the box!  Layer your knowledge.  Ask 
questions.  Figure it out!  Enjoy the journey!

ArkSHA: Is there any person or group of people you 
would like to challenge to join you in donating to the 
Betty Bass Student Scholarship?   

MHA:  I challenge all ABESPA members and all of my 
colleagues to donate to the Betty Bass Student Scholarship 
fund.

Scholarship Donation Form
We are able to offer scholarships to our student members each year thanks to your generous 
donations throughout the year, and our social and auction at the convention.  You can donate in honor 
of or in memory of someone, if you choose.  Current students are the future of our industry, and we 
are glad we are able to support them when needed.

Name: ________________________________________ Phone: _______________________

Address: ________________________________ City: ______________ ST: ____ Zip: _________

Email: _________________________________________________

I would like to make a contribution to the ArkSHA Scholarship Fund in the amount of $ _______________

□ In Memory   □ In Honor of: ____________________________________________

Check #: _______________

Visa/MasterCard # _______-_______-_______-_______    
Exp Date: __________  CVV: ________
Name on Card: __________________________________
Billing Address (if diff from above): _______________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Mail this form with check 
payable to ArkSHA at:

P.O. BOX 24103
LITTLE ROCK, AR  72221
or FAX to 501-224-0988

Continued from page 10


