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Aren’t you glad summer is finally here? No matter
where you work, summer can bring a sense of
rest, relaxation, and fun with family and friends.
I hope that each of you will take the opportunity
to make special memories this summer whether it
is out of the country, out of the state, at the lake
on the weekend, or just fun mini trips within our
beautiful Natural State!!! While we are all taking in
the summer months, know that ArkSHA continues
to work hard to advocate for you, its members.
ArkSHA has been hard at work for you over the
past couple of months. We have presented to the
Task Force on Special Education Responsibilities,
held our first “Students on the Hill” Advocacy Day,
attended the Spring CSAP Conference in Santa Fe,
and have completed the first piece of our ASHA
Pathway to Excellence Grant by completing the
SLPs: The Missing Link Public School Survey.
In April, Chenell
Loudermill and
I presented on
SLPs Roles and
Responsibilities in the
Schools and our Scope
of Practice based on
ASHA Guidelines to
the Task Force on
Special Education
Responsibilities.
As a result of our
presentation, Senator
Lindsey requested
that we submit our recommendations for revising
and/or rewriting the responsibilities on special
education in our state. Those recommendations
were submitted the first week of June, and we will
continue to have our monthly meetings with the
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Task Force until the proposed changes go before
Governor Hutchinson for approval in August, and
then before the Legislative’s Special Session in
October for implementation.
Melodee Owens, Jeff Adams, and I were very excited
to represent ArkSHA this year at the CSAP Spring
Conference in Santa Fe, New Mexico, in May. We
learned how to continue to make ArkSHA stronger

through attending meetings regarding advocacy,
how to write, continue, and/or increase grants for
our state organizations, and promoting student
advocacy through emerging leaders. We were also
updated on Medicaid/Medicare funding and hot
topics that ASHA continues to monitor closely for us
such as: music therapy, ABA therapy, membership
involvement and retention, tele-practice, and other
vital state association issues. Finally, we were
able to reconnect with state leaders and gain new
friends that we will be able to collaborate with
and support regarding several common topics of
interests. ArkSHA has the opportunity to be the
host state for the 2019 CSAP Spring Conference,
and we will be working on the submittal process
for that in the coming months. Keep your fingers
crossed, as this will be a great opportunity not only
for our profession, but also for our state.
Also in May, Arksha sent out a public school survey
to 200 of its members in order to gain information
(Continued on page 3)
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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE, continued
on vital areas of concern for those who work in
the schools. We received 40% of the surveys back,
and will be moving forward over the next couple
of weeks with our ASHA Pathway to Excellence
Grant by compiling those answers, analyzing
them, and creating committees based on those
areas of concern. We look forward to working with
those who’ve submitted to serve on this first time
initiative for our organization and state.
Don’t forget that the deadline for submitting
Poster Ambassadors (child and adult), and award
nominations have been extended through August
1, so you still have an opportunity to nominate
someone that shines within our professions. You

can also still submit Call for Papers until June 17th
to showcase how you are making our professions
great.
Even though it is summer, ArkSHA continues to
work hard for you, it’s members, to not only make
our profession, but our state great. Won’t you
consider locking arms with us through getting
involved by either running for a future board
member position, or joining a committee for our
upcoming convention? We can’t thank you enough
for making it not only an honor, but a privilege, to
work with such great professionals!!!

Message from the President-Elect
Advocacy
As a core aspect of the mission of
ArkSHA, advocacy is the responsibility of all speech-language
pathologists and audiologists
in our great state. While major
decisions are being made regarding education, healthcare and
access to services at the capitol
in Little Rock, advocacy begins at
the local level in all 75 Arkansas
counties. From Eudora to Bentonville, Texarkana to
Piggott and everywhere in between, legislative successes are achieved when constituents at the local
level engage in informed conversations with representatives and senators. Do you know who represents you? If not, find out here: Arkansas House
of Representatives (http://arkansashouse.org/) and
Arkansas Senate (http://arkansas.gov/senate/).
Recently, ArkSHA became aware of practices by
some pediatricians requiring Medicaid recipients
referred for a therapy evaluation to be evaluated by
a different provider from their selected treatment
provider. In other words, if Jane (SLP) performs and
speech, language or swallowing evaluation, she is
unable to provide the treatment for the diagnosis.
Her client will then need to be referred to another
facility or provider for treatment. The ArkSHA Board

contends that these practices are rooted in a financial savings framework, with disregard for the holistic and collaborative healthcare needs of children.
In addition, the ArkSHA Board contends that this
practice limits individual choice and access to our
professional services. Beyond these concerns, the
professional autonomy of speech-language pathologists providing quality diagnostic and intervention
services is potentially threatened by these practices.
To address these concerns, ArkSHA aligned with the
Arkansas Occupational Therapy Association and the
Arkansas Physical Therapy Association to formulate
a letter to the Arkansas Foundation for Medical Care
requesting that these practices be corrected and
stopped. The tri-alliance of the three associations
facilitates a collective voice that resonates much
louder with legislators and policy makers! The
ArkSHA Board has alerted ASHA representatives of
these practices and board members are working
with the national office on this matter.
The example above is one of many issues that
ArkSHA is tackling to advocate for individuals with
communication disorders, and the professionals
who serve them. Please let ArkSHA know if these
practices are going on in your area. With a collective
voice, we can overcome the challenges that we face.
		
		

Jeffrey C. Adams, Ed.D.,CCC-SLP
ArkSHA President Elect
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Students on the Hill 2016
The inaugural Student Advocacy Day 2016 was a huge success. Five universities selected two graduate
students to participate in the day’s activities. ArkSHA provided overnight accommodations and goody bags
upon the students’ arrival. The following morning, graduate students, the ArkSHA board members, and
ArkSHA lobbyists hosted breakfast for members of the House and Senate. Graduate students were able
to discuss interests and areas of concern with legislators. Following the breakfast, ArkSHA lobbyists gave
Student Advocacy Day attendees access to legislative committee hearings, a tour of the Capitol complex,
and presented relevant information on activism in politics. After lunch, students participated in ArkSHA’s
regular session board meeting. ArkSHA received positive feedback from participants and legislators. We
look forward to continuing the tradition of Student Advocacy Day.

ArkSHA would like to offer the opportunity for any
student to be a member of ArkSHA without financial
concern. Please consider sponsorsoring 1-4 student
memberships by making a donation of $25-$100.
Use the online form on the website to make your
donation. You may also select if you wish it to apply
to students from a specific program/university.

Thank you for supporting our goal to grow
ArkSHA’s student membership!
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Call for ArkSHA
Honors and Awards Nominations
EXTENDED DEADLINE: August 1st
Arkansas has the best of the best!
Please ‘spotlight’ a colleague/mentor/professional
in the fields of speech-language pathology or
audiology by submitting a nomination for honors
and awards. Please submit the awards nomination
form, which can be found on the website at
www.arksha.org, indicating which award you are
making a submission for.
Nominate individuals for the following awards:
Louis M. Dicarlo Award for Clinical
Achievement:
Individuals demonstrating significant
contributions to advancing knowledge in clinical
practice within the past 6 years are eligible for
nomination by state associations to receive a
recognition award.
Frank R. Kleffner Clinical Career Award:
Individuals demonstrating significant
contributions to clinical science and practice
over a 20-year career are eligible for nomination
by fellow professionals to receive a recognition
award.
Paula J. Gober Public School Award: Recognizes
distinguished clinical service by an individual in a
public school setting.
Honors of the Association: The highest
honor the association can give and recognizes
distinguished contributions to the field of
communication disorders. It is limited to
members of the Association.
Research Award: Recognizes individuals who
have made significant contributions to the
research literature related to the professions of
speech pathology or Audiology.
Audiology Award: Recognizes distinguished
service by an audiologist.
Nominations may be submitted directly to the ArkSHA
office via:
• Mail: P.O. Box 24103, Little Rock, AR 72221
• Phone: 877-427-5742
• Fax: 501-224-0988
• Email: arksha@arksha.org
Awards and honors recipients will be announced at
the Awards Ceremony on Thursday, October 13, at the
Annual Convention in Little Rock, Arkansas.

Scholarship Donation Request
Ashlen Thomason received the 2015 ArkSHA
Graduate Student Scholarship. Ashlen is an
Ph.D. student in the Arkansas Consortium
for the Ph.D. in Communication Sciences and
Disorders (UALR, UCA, and UAMS).
We are able to offer these scholarships to our
student members each year thanks to your
generous donations throughout the year,
and our social and auction at the convention.
You can donate in honor of or in memory of
someone, if you choose. Current students
are the future of our profession, and we
are glad we are able to support them when
needed.

Scholarship Donation Form
Name: __________________________________
Phone: _______________________
Address: _______________________
City: ______________ ST: ____ Zip: _________
Email: ____________________________________
I would like to make a contribution to the ArkSHA
Scholarship Fund in the amount of $ ____________

□ In Memory □ In Honor of:

_________________________________________
Check #: _______________
Visa/MasterCard # _______-_______-_______-_______
Exp Date: __________ CVV: ________
Name on Card: _________________________________
Billing Address (if diff from above): __________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Mail this form with check payable
to ArkSHA at:
P.O. BOX 24103
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72221
or FAX to 501-224-0988
APR/MAY/JUN Sound Expressions
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Featured Convention Speakers
Wednesday
Breakthrough in Excellence: Using the iPad as an Assistive Technology Tool
Jeffrey C. Adams, EdD, CCC-SLP began
his career as a speech pathologist in
1999. In addition to university teaching
at UCA and UALR/UAMS, his work
experience includes the provision of
speech-language pathology services
to children and adults with traumatic
brain injuries, cerebral palsy, autism
and genetic syndromes in school and
rehabilitation settings. Jeff has presented numerous
times throughout Arkansas on school-based issues with
feeding/swallowing, assistive technology and autism.
He has also presented at ASHA and ATIA. He received
an M.S. in Communicative Disorders from UAMS, and
a doctoral degree in educational leadership at UALR.
Jeff's research interests include applying organizational
and leadership theory to systems change in educational
settings. Jeff is a speech-language pathology trainer
and consultant with the Easter Seals Outreach Program,
in association with the Arkansas Department of Special
Education. He resides in Little Rock with his wife Racheal
and their two children, Nathan and Ashley.

Amy Goddard, OTRL, CKTP is an
occupational therapy consultant for the
Easter Seals Outreach program. She
received her degree from East Carolina
University in Greenville, North Carolina
and is registered by the National
Board of Certification for Occupational
Therapy and licensed by the Arkansas
State Medical Board. She began working
in the field of occupational therapy
in 1999. After working in an outpatient clinic setting
serving school age children,she was hired as the pediatric
occupational therapist at a leading neurorehabilitation
facility. Following that position, Amy joined Easter
Seals Arkansas serving as the therapy director for the
Children’s Rehabilitation Center where she broadened her
experience with using assistive technology in daily service
delivery. Amy was appointed to the Governor’s task force
on traumatic brain injury by Mike Beebe in 2007.

Thursday
No Need to Stumble - You CAN Handle the Truth: Exploring the History of Autism – Diagnosis,
Increasing Population, Evidence-Based Practices, and Service Providers
Make Stepping Stones Out of Stumbling Blocks: Utilizing Evidence-Based Practices to Address the
Complex Communication Needs and Challenging Behaviors of Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder
Nancy Dunn, M.S., CCC-SLP: Nancy is a
Speech-Language Pathology consultant
with Easter Seals Outreach. She received
her Bachelor of Science degree from the
University of Arkansas at Fayetteville and
her Master of Science in Communication
Disorders from the University of Arkansas
at Little Rock/University of Arkansas for
Medical Sciences. Nancy is a member of
the American Speech Language, and Hearing Association
and the Arkansas Speech Language and Hearing
Association. She currently works on the Outreach team
which is an interdisciplinary team that provides statewide
assistance in the areas of classroom programming,
communication, sensory integration, and assistive
technology. She previously served as coordinator of
the Arkansas center for augmentative and alternative
communication through the “Tech Act” of 1989 and as
therapy coordinator for the Easter Seals Rehabilitation
Center. While serving as a speech language pathologist
at the Easter Seals Rehabilitation Center, her program
was chosen by the American Speech Language and
Hearing Association as one of 11 model programs in
augmentative and alternative communication in the
US and Nancy became a contributing author to ASHA’s
Augmentative Communication Implementation Strategies
publication. She has extensive training and experience
in the areas of augmentative communication, assistive
technology and autism and has spoken locally, nationally
and internationally on these topics. She is a STAR
(Strategies for Teaching based on Autism Research)
certified implementer and coach.
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Debbie Ware, M.A., CCC-SLP: Debbie is
a Speech-Language Pathology consultant
with Easter Seals Outreach. She received
her Bachelor of Science and Education
and Master of Arts degrees from the
University of Arkansas at Fayetteville.
She is a member of the American Speech
Language, and Hearing Association
and the Arkansas Speech Language
and Hearing Association. She currently works on an
interdisciplinary team that provides statewide assistance
in the areas of classroom programming, communication,
sensory integration, and assistive technology. Much
of her experience has been in the San Diego Unified
School District in San Diego, CA. During her 16 years
in the district, she worked as an itinerant Speech/
Language Pathologist, a Special Day Class Teacher in
Early Childhood, and a Diagnostic Resource Teacher. She
received extensive training in the field of autism while
participating in a 3 year multi-agency grant project in San
Diego County. Upon completion of the grant, she was on
a team that opened the first classroom for children with
Autism using a comprehensive curriculum and research
based strategies in the San Diego Unified School District.
Her team received many recognitions and awards for
the program. She has presented extensively in the area
of autism both locally and nationally and she is a STAR
(Strategies for Teaching based on Autism Research)
implementer, coach and trainer.

Featured Convention Speakers
Thursday
Social Thinking Across the Home and School Day:
The Laugh Model

Yes, you CANS! Assessing Children’s Central
Auditory Processing Skills

Implementing Social Thinking Concepts and
Vocabulary: A Day to Develop Team Creativity

Yes, you CANS! Diagnosing and Managing
Children’s Central Auditory Processing Disorders

Renee Attaway is the founder and
director of Social Learning located at
The Parish School. Social Learning
offers social cognitive services for
preschool to high school children in
Houston, Texas. This program provides
group and individual therapeutic
services in both social learning groups
and individual therapy, as well as
hosting an overnight social learning summer camp called
Camp Social Superheroes. As a member of the Social
Thinking® Training and Speakers’ Collaborative, Renee
has presented workshops for organizations across the
United States and Canada since 2012. Renee has been
described as an enthusiastic speaker who enjoys sharing
her own clinical experiences with audiences. Renee
has worked at The Parish School for over 16 years as
a Speech Pathologist, teaching preschool, supervising
clinician, and creating programs. She has also worked in
the university and private practice areas.

Dr. Ferre received her Ph.D. from
Northwestern University and has
focused her career on the assessment
of and intervention for central auditory
processing disorders (CAPDs). She has
published/presented extensively on CAPD,
including The Differential Screening
Test for Processing and Processing
Power - A Guide to CAPD Assessment
and Management. She is a Fellow of the
Illinois Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ISHA) and
of ASHA and has received the Clinical Achievement Award
and Honors of the Association from ISHA. Currently
in private practice in the Chicago area, Dr. Ferre is a
member of the adjunct faculty at Northwestern and
Rush Universities. Her current interests include CAPD
screening, intervention for CAPDs, and enhancing clinical
preparation in CAPD.

Irritable Larynx Syndrom

Beyond the Test Battery and the Treatment
Blocks: Balancing the Who, What, Where and
How of Adult Language Evaluation & Treatment

Jill Fitzpatrick, MA, CCC-SLP, is a
speech language pathologist who
specializes in voice, swallowing
and airway disorders at Arkansas
Otolaryngology Center in Little Rock,
Arkansas. Prior to joining AOC in
2007, Jill worked at Baptist Health
Rehabilitation Institute in Little Rock,
Arkansas for 14 years. She earned her
Masters of Arts degree in speech language pathology
from Oklahoma State University in 1991.

Adrian Williamson Ill, M.D. is an
otolaryngologist with Arkansas
Otolaryngology Center in Little Rock,
Arkansas. He received his medical
degree from Tulane University School
of Medicine in 1985. He completed
his Otolaryngology - Head and Neck
Surgery Residency at Tulane in New
Orleans, Louisiana in 1991. Dr.
Williamson is a general ENT whose areas of interest
include voice disorders and pediatrics.

Richelle Weese has been a speech
pathologist for over 20 years. While
pursuing her Master's degree in Speech
Pathology at UCA, she was a recipient of
a traineeship for Traumatic Brain Injury.
Upon graduation, Mrs. Weese worked
in a nonprofit Head Injury Facility in
Fort Worth Texas. When she returned to
Arkansas, she worked for Therapy and
Rehab Solutions, where she evaluated and treated adults
with a variety of disorders. Mrs. Weese has worked in a
variety of adult settings, including acute care, inpatient
rehab, outpatient, and long term care, as well as serving
in administration roles for department and an outpatient
multidisciplinary clinic. In 2009 she became LSVT
certified. In September 2015, she returned to UCA as a
Clinical Instructor at UCA where she supervises graduate
students in the on-campus clinic, serves as a Coordinator
for the UCA Concussion Management Project, and Voice
Clinic. She is also a member of the ASHA Special Interest
Division in Voice.

Featured Convention Speakers
Assessment of Narrative
Narrative Language Intervention
Sandra Laing Gillam is a professor in the
Department of Communicative Disorders
and Deaf Education at Utah State University
where she teaches courses in phonological
development and disorders, professional
issues, and assessment and intervention
for speech and language disorders
across the age-span. She graduated from
Auburn University with her MS in 1989
and from The University of Memphis with her PhD in
1996. Before returning for her PhD, Dr. Gillam worked
in multiple settings, including schools, home health,
rehabilitation, hospitals, early intervention, and private
practice. Her research interests include assessment
and intervention of language and literacy impairments,
multicultural populations, and processes involved in
text comprehension. She has written books and articles
in these areas and has presented in the United States,
Canada, Chile, Africa, and Australia addressing each
of these topics. Recently, her research has focused on
narrative intervention for children with SLI and children
with autism spectrum disorders (ASD). Dr. Gillam is
an ASHA and past recipient of an ASHFoundation New
Investigators Research Grant and the Outstanding
Alumnus Award from the University of Memphis. She has
served on numerous committees, boards, councils, and
other organizations in many capacities.
Dr. Gillam has served as the topic chair for language
science on the Convention Program Committee (5
years), been a member of the school-age and adolescent
language subcommittee (1 year), and served on the
language learning and education subcommittee (2 years)
over the course of 8 non-consecutive years. She served
as associate editor for the American Journal of SpeechLanguage Pathology for 1 year and currently serves in
this capacity for the Journal of Speech, Language, and
Hearing Research. Dr. Gillam was Utah’s representative to
the ASHA Advisory Council (ending 2009) and is the PI on
an IES grant to develop narrative intervention procedures.

ASHA Continuing Education
Board Awards
The following ArkSHA members have earned
an Award for Continuing Eductation (ACE)
from October 1, 2016 - December 31, 2016:
Jeffrey Adams
Jan Traughber
Individuals may meet the requirements for
the ACE by earning 7.0 ASHA CEUs within a
36-month period.
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Ron Gillam, PhD holds the Raymond
and Eloise Lillywhite Endowed Chair in
Speech-Language Pathology at Utah State
University, where he serves as the Director
of the Language, Education and Auditory
Processing (LEAP) Brain Imaging Lab in
the Emma Eccles Jones Early Childhood
Education and Research Center. His
research, which has been funded by the
National Institutes of Health and the US Department of
Education, primarily concerns information processing,
language assessment, and language intervention
with school-age children with specific language
impairments. Currently, Dr. Gillam has an NIH grant to
model the developmental progression of attention and
memory systems as they relate to complex sentence
comprehension in children with specific language
impairments and children developing normally.
Dr. Gillam has published two books, three tests, and
more than 120 articles and book chapters. He has
received numerous teaching and research awards,
including ASHA Fellow, the Haydn Williams Fellow
at Curtin University in Western Australia, the Dads
Association Centennial Teaching Fellowship at the
University of Texas at Austin, the Editor’s Award for
the article of highest Merit in the Journal of Speech,
Language, and Hearing Research (twice) and the Robins
Award for the outstanding researcher at Utah State
University.

You’ve Got a Friend,
But Are They in ArkSHA?
Do you have a colleague that you love to spend
time with, discuss some of your most trying
clients with, brainstorm on how to have that
breakthrough, and attend conventions with?
Well if you do, and they aren't a part of ArkSHA,
we have the perfect solution.
At the ArkSHA board meeting in February, the
board voted unanimously to offer a free ArkSHA
State Convention pass to a new student member
and a new professional member, and who
doesn't like free things, right?
Please encourage your colleagues to join
ArkSHA. Drawing will be held at the August
board meeting.

ArkSHA Board Meeting Summary
April 14, 2016
Call to Order by President, Kami Rowland at 1:23 pm.
Minutes: Minutes were reviewed and approved by the board
Committee Reports
Treasurer: Amy Shollenbarger presented the financials which were reviewed and approved by the board.
Past President: Melodee Owens noted that we need nominations for poster ambassadors as well as honors/awards.
President-Elect: Jeff Adams reported that he looking to increase student memberships, possibly having an alumni from an institution sponsor a student member or any member can sponsor a student. Need to continue to inform students about ArkSHA, specifically NSSHLA officers with hopes they will share with their classmates.
Need to create an ad that says “I would like to sponsor (x) student memberships from (x) school.” Include a link on the website
and post on Facebook.
Secretary: Joy Good asked that the board send newsletter articles in by May 20th. Would like NSSHLA details and to include a
piece on Student Advocacy Day.
Vice-President for Speech Pathology Services & Vice-President for Audiology and Hearing Services: Chenell Loudermill & Natalie Benafield discussed the idea of doing socials/networking events regionally to bring members and nonmembers together more
frequently. Any outreach efforts in the regions will be beneficial, and may also get the local universities involved.
Vice-President for Continuing Education: Charity Roberts confirmed that she has found all her speakers for the convention and is
working on collecting contracts. Speakers include: Renee Attaway (Social Thinking) Jeananne Ferre (Auditory), Rachelle Weis (3
hour on Adult Language), Jill Fitzpatrick (3 hour on Adult Voice), Sandy & Ron Gillam (Narrative Based Assessments & keynote), Nancy Dunn & Debbie Ware (Low Level Autism), & Jeff Adams & Amy Goddard (Wednesday PM on iPad technologies).
Vice-President Elect for Continuing Education: Alicia Davidson is working on getting approval with each a s the new CE contact.
OLD BUSINESS
ASHA Grants: Received a $1000 grant to help with the Student Advocacy Day and have received a $6000 grant for “SLPs: The
Missing Link”, which will help draft a roles & responsibilities of school SLPs to have a cohesive document in place to get to
school superintendents with the help of Commissioner Key.
CSAP- May 13-14: Santa Fe, NM: Kami and Jeff will attend. The board also voted to send Melodee Owens who is considering a
board position with CSAP.
NEW BUSINESS
Facebook Page The board voted to do away with the ‘friend’ Facebook page and have just the closed group page as official with
admin rights being with the executive board: President, Vice President, Past President and Executive Director.
AR Foundation for Medical Care (AFMC)- Jeff and Melodee have been working with an alliance that has formed between OT,
PT, and Speech regarding evaluations being provided from one provider and the service provided from another. Jeff presented a
letter that the board voted to sign off on in support of being against this program.
Task Force for SPED Responsibilities- Kami reported that the Task Force is currently revising the SPED responsibilities of SLPs
in the school and have 3 more meetings before a document will be sent to the Governor.
Survey for SLPs in the Schools- A Survey that Jeff, Melodee, and Kami have put together to begin evaluating the roles/responsibilities currently held by school SLPs was passed around and changes/additions were discussed.

Adjourn –

ArkSHA
2016 CONVENTION

Breakthrough
to
Excellence!
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